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His Word Returns 


By Maud Frazer Jackson 


“He shall teach you all things, and bring all 
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you” (John 14:26). 


S WHEN we wander through a 


stormy night ‘ 
Whose misty darkness all the landscape 
shrouds, 
And suddenly the moon through rifted 
clouds 
Shines out to flood the world with silver 
light, 
Till paths obscure are clear as day to 
sight — / 
So in grief’s hour when dark the way 
ahead, 


His holy presence comforts as He said, 
His Word returns! 


His Word returns, as when at close of 
day, 

Sleep quietly returns to weary eyes; 

As life-reviving as the springs that rise 

For pilgrims as they tread a treeless way. 

When I am worried and perplexed as they 

Who journeyed to Emmaus, He draws 
near, 

As unto them; His promises I hear 

Like song within. Salvation’s joy is new. 

Once more my slow, forgetful spirit 
learns 


That all the Book has told of Him is true. 

More fair than sun or moon in light 
arrayed, 

The love that says to me, “Be not 
afraid” — 

His Word returns! 


Trouble as a Corrective 


Ballast is a burden, but it helps to 
keep a sailing vessel on an even keel, 
Any boat lover knows the temptation, 
with a good breeze, to put on all the sail 
his craft will carry, haul her in close 
to the wind, and send her skimming over 
the water at top speed. But a skillful 
sailor knows that he must keep a watch- 
ful eye on the sail and sensitive, strong 
hands on the sheet and the tiller if he 
is to keep from spilling the wind out 
of his sail or capsizing his boat, and 
keep her on a steady course. It is the 
ballast in the bottom and the center- 
board or deep, heavy keel that enables 
the helmsman to get every advantage 
out of the wind and drive his craft 
across the waves straight toward a buoy, 
a point, or a lighthouse. Trouble plays 
the same part in the life. of a Christian, 
and this is especially true of those whom 
God would use to lead and help others. 
Just as the weight must be increased 
in proportion to the size of the vessel, 


so the testings become fiercer and the 
troubles increase with honors and re- 
sponsibilities. God will not give His 
glory to another (Isa, 42:8), and He will 
allow no one who walks closely with 
Him, and listens attentively to His voice, 
to think for very long that he is getting 
great things done for God in his own 
strength and wisdom. He will not allow 
us for any length of time to skim lightly 
over life’s seas, with fair winds and 
under sunny, blue skies, without the re. 
curring Consciousness of weights holding 
us down and back. Trials and troubles 
have other functions, but certainly this 
is one of them. Therefore we need not 
be discouraged by them, and it is well 
to remember that God is using them to 
help keep us on the right course. Paul 
said, “And lest I should be exalted above 
measure through the abundance of the 
revelations, there was given to me a 
thorn. in the flesh, the messenger of 
Satan to buffet me, lest I should be ex- 
alted above measure” (2 Cor. 12:7). 


The Harvard Lectures on Immortality 
An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


Ingersoll of Keene, N. H., gave 

five thousand dollars to Harvard 
for the establishment of a lectureship on 
Immortality, in honor of her father, a 
loyal alumnus of that university. Since 
then some forty lectures have been given. 
They are notable for able statement, and 
in some cases for their beautiful and 
winsome prose, but to one who is look- 
ing for confirmation of the hope of life 
eternal most of them have nothing to 
say. There are indeed exceptions. As a 
rule, however, they manifest the advanc- 
ing apostasy from the Christian faith, 
the creeping paralysis that marks uni- 
versity and theological life in the Amer- 


G tre fifty years ago Miss Caroline 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“It is good that a man should 

both hope and quietly wait for 

. the salvation of the Lerd” (Lam. 
~ 3:26). 











ica of our time. I will comment upon 
a few typical papers. 


Sir William Osler was the paragon of | 


Anglo-American “medicine of the last 
generation. His is an amazing essay, 
marked by brilliant writing, apposite 
quotation, and an incomparable culture 
which flows along with and interpene- 
trates his medical knowledge. 

Yet it is without any positive. witness 
to the resurrection or, even to immor- 
tality as a thing in any way certain. 
This Canadian minister’s son had indeed 
drifted far from his moorings. How 
different the testimony of his colleague 
at Johns Hopkins, Prof. Howard A. 
Kelly, who, with all his knowledge and 
all his skill, humbled himself to faithful 
witness to small and great. One has no 
doubt but that he often talked with Dr. 
Osler about eternal things. Perhaps the 
latter’s opinions may have changed be- 
fore he left this life. Anyway he uttered 
an agonized cry of hope that he might 
see hereafter his gifted son when ‘news 
came of that son’s death in battle, and 
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he directed thai, at his funeral Abelard’s 
portrayal of Heaven, “O Quanta Qualia,” 
should be sung. 

The trustees of the Ingersoll Lecture- 
ship, among whom was President Eliot, 
never asked Prof. Howard A. Kelly to 
state his hope and the grounds there- 
fore. It would have been too embarrass- 
ingly evangelical. The worldly mind 
has no understanding of the things of 
God, neither indeed can have. 

“The older one grows,” began Osler, 
“the less fixed very often is this belief 
in a future life. As Howells tells us of 
Lowell, ‘His hold upon a belief in life 
after death weakened with his years.’” 
Yet Lowell was buried from an Episco- 
pal church rather than from one of his 
own Unitarian connection ! 


“Over our fathers immortality brooded | 


like the day. We have consciously thrust 
it out of our lives, so full and busy that 
we have no time to make an enduring 
covenant with our dead. 

“The younger ones among yéu cannot 
appreciate the mental cataclysm of the 
past forty years. Many feel ‘in aching 
sears the heavy change from the days 
when faith was diversified with doubt 
to the present day when doubt is divefsi- 
sified with faith. .. . Nowhere will you 
see any evidence of an overwhelming, 
dominant, absorbing passion regulating 
the life of a man because he believes 
the world to be only the training ground 
for another and better one.” To which 
one can only reply that all over the 
world one finds such men and women, 
whose life is surrendered to Christ on 
mission fields, that they might, as Paul, 
attain unto the resurrection from the 
dead, the prize of the call upward (Phil. 
3: 10-14). 

What is the conclusion of Johns Hop- 
kins in the person of Osler? He accepts 
the authority of Cicero rather than the 
word of Christ: “The opinion of Cicero 
who had rather be mistaken with Plato 
than be right with those who deny alto- 
gether the life after death,— that is my 
confession of faith. .*. . The majority 
of sensible men will feel oppressed by 
the greatness of the subject and the 
feebleness of man and it is with these 
feelings I close.” 

Certainly a lame and impotent con- 
clusion, 

The Harvard gontribution is as pagan 
as one would expect. Professor Ostwald, 
the Leipzig chemist, then teaching at 
Harvard, was a leader in international 
free thought, a materialist with whom 
death ends all. Prof. William James con- 
féssed that his own personal feeling 
about immortality was never of the 
keenest order. “Among the problems 
that give my mind solicitude this one 
does not take the very foremost place.” 
If there is to be immortal life all men 
will share it: “Our common animal es- 
sence of patience under suffering and 
enduring effort must be what redeems 
us in the Deity’s sight. An immortality 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


from which these inconceivable billions 
of fellow strivers should be excluded be- 
comes an irrational idea for us.” He for- 
gets Romans as Osler does 1 Corinthians 
15. Eternal life is “the gift of God... 
through Jesus Christ” — not, “won” even 
by personal, patient suffering. 

Professor Palmer was not brave 
enough to break with the unchristian 
tradition of the lectureship, and turned 
for the defense of immortality to intima- 
tions found in Shakespeare’s Sonnets! 
Faint indeed are the intimations sum- 
med up essentially in the lines: 

He felt through all his earthly dress 
Bright shoots of everlastingness. 

“Was he true to this deep insight?” 
asks Professor Palmer. “Who can say? 
Once at least we know he looked into 
immortality !”’ 

Palmer’s colleague, Professor Royce, 
spent most ef his time defining individ- 
uality, as if that were not a thing we 
could take for granted. His essay was a 
Sahara sand-waste, nor was there a trace 
even of a mirage of a Scriptural oasis 


in it. Prof. Kirsopp Lake’s essay is en- 
titled “Immortality and the Modern 
Mind.” |He was New Testament critic 


and at the same time professor in the 
Harvard Divinity School. His year-long 
dissection and cutting away of the New 
Testament teaching left him with this 
residuum, “Men regard the permanent 
survival of their individuality much as 
they look at schemes for their perma- 
nent rejuvenation,—a pleasant dream, 
as Ponce de Leon’s fountajn of perpetual 
youth.” As a substitute “for the hope 
of a better world above for ourselves- 
to enjoy,” he proposed “the pursuit of 
a better world for another generation to 
inherit.” This was in 1922. Since then 
how far has the world advanced in its 
quest for “social immortality”? For him- 
self alone he was content with this: “I 
enjoy my own existence, I enjoy all of 
it, its bad, I fear, as well as its good. 
But i am not so intoxicated by the love 
of my own individuality as to think that 
it can be, or ought to be, immortal.” 
Dr. Fosdick is more seemly, on the 
whole, but when he tells us that the 
future life as a bottomless pit or as a 
perpetual religious serenade is no longer 
interesting, his Ingersoll Lecture drops 
to the level of another Ingersoll. Mod- 


-ern minds are not concerned with “or- 


thodoxy’s theatrical settings of Heaven 
and hell.” So does he characterize the 
deathless verses of the seventh of the Rev- 
elation— the great multitude before the 
throne and before the Lamb who had 
come out of great tribulation and are 
serving God day and night in his Temple. 

Not one word of the New Testament 
does he quote, either. The foundation 
of hope for a hereafter is the convic- 
tion of the present -world’s futility if 
nothing follow it. “This is the one spot 
whither I find my mind invariably going 
when I think of life after death. For 
myself I always come to the problem of 
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immortality from that angle. My belief 
in life eternal springs out of the haunt- 
iig faith which Emerson put into words 
characteristically compressed, ‘What is 
excellent, as God lives, is permanent.’” 

It is the Uniterianism of the twentieth 
century re-echoing that of the nineteenth. 
Dr. Fosdick has thrown overboard the 
second coming of Christ, hence he can- 
not count on the resurrection, for the 


(Continued on page 314) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Ignorance of the Bible 


I take this opportunity to express 
my gratitude to God for THe SuNDAY 
Scuoo, Times. It has been coming 
to my late father’s home and to my 
nome for a total of more than forty- 
five years. It has been a large factor 
in the molding of my theology. My 
college training majored in social and 
biological sciences, and education, The 
good old S. S. Times helped mightily, 
under God, to keep me on. the right 
track. 

Well, now, the real reason for writ- 
ing this letter concerns an illustration 
used in connection with the lesson for 
February 29. : 

It was the third one, “Intellectual 
Ignorance.” It was evidently taken 
from the Wesleyan Quarterly, and sent 
by Laura S. Emerson, Marion, Ind. In 
it a young woman professor in a 
European university, volunteered to 
help the Rev. James A. Stewart as an 
interpreter. She revealed her com- 
plete ignorance, not only of what the 

ible contained, but also of its very 
existence. 

I used the illustration in a class of 
senior high school and university stu- 
dents. After class a young man, a 
sophomore in the University of De- 
troit, spoke to me about the illustra- 
tion, saying he thought) “it was rather 
far fetched.” How could anyone in 
any college or university be “unaware 
of the existence of the Bible”? “They 
might not know its-teachings, but how 
could they possibly not know of its 
existence? ? 

As one thinks of jit, it does seem al- 
most incredible. Could this illustra- 
-_ be authenticated?—A Detroit pas- 
or. 


When the Editors received this letter 
they were able to consult the Rev. James 
A. Stewart by telephone, as he was then 
in Philadelphia. He is the director of 
the European Evangelistic Crusade, Inc, 
(1179 Delaware Ave., Buffalo 9, N. Y.). 
Mr. Stewart said the illustration, “Intel- 
lectual Ignorance,” is correct in every 
detail. The incident occurred in 1932 
in Parnu, Estonia. He said, further, that 
when, in answer-to the woman’s ques- 
tion, “Who wrote the Bible?” he told 
her that God wrote ij, she laughed and 
said: “That’s funny. How could God 
write a book?” 

Other missionaries working in Europe, 
such as those of the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion, could tell of other cases of complete 
ignorance of the Bible among otherwise 
intelligent aduits, 
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National Exigency or 


Three great enemies working from 





(3) 299 


Exit? : 


within By CLARENCE H. BENSON, Litt.D. 





E nineteenth century will go down 
in history as the century of achieve- 
ment, It gave us the railroad, the 
steamboat, the telegraph, the telephone, 
and all the wonders of électricity. It 
gave us the Bible societies and the multi- 
plications of Scripture. It gave us the 
greatest missionary movement af the 
church since apostolic times. Last but 
not least, it made the Sunday school the 
greatest international and interdenomi- 
national institution for the evangeliza- 
tion of the world. True, the Sunday 
school originated in Great Britain, but 
it was to achieve its greatest growth 
and development in America. And while 
America made the Sunday school it is 
equally true that the Sunday school 
made America. Never before had his- 
tory recorded a successful and perma- 
nent democracy. But never before had 
a democracy possessed a public school 
and a Sunday school. One is essential 
for developing the intelligence of the 
people; the other, for developing their 
character. 


The Century of Conflict 


The twentieth century will be known 
as the century of conflict. It has already 
staged the two greatest wars in history. 
These conflicts did not originate in the 
western hemisphere, but the conflagra- 


tion which was kindled in Europe soon — 


involved all the continents. And be- 
cause of the defeat or decadence of 
other nations, the eyes of the world to- 
day are on America. Whether we de- 
sire it or not, millions are now looking 
to the United States for leadership, 
materially, economically, socially, spir- 
itually. Whether America will be able 
to assist the world in solving its prob- 
lems, whether this God-prospered and 
God-protected people can continue to 
hold its position are the questions to- 
day for thinking men and women to 
ponder. And in this ‘connection nothing 
could be more profitable than a résumé 
of Gibbon’s great classic, “The Decline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire.” 

For more than half a millennium Rome 
ruled the world. Her capital was called 
“The Eternal City.” He would have been 
a rash man who when Cesar Augustus 
was changing the Rome of brick to the 
Rome of marble, when manners were be- 
coming more polished, language more 
refined, and literature rising to higher 
splendors — a rash man who would have 
said that Rome ‘was entering upon’ her 
decline. But such was the case, and 
Gibbon sadly laments that Rome having 
conquered the world was unable to con- 
quer herself. 

America’s greatest danger is not Russia 
or even a coalition of the nations, but 


Comparing conditions in America 
today with those in the Roman Em- 
pire just before its fall, Dr. Benson 
brings a stirring challenge to all 
Christian parents and Sunday school 
teachers. His article provides a 
good, practical supplement to “Crime 
and the Sunday School,” by J. Edgar 
Hoover, which was published in the 
Times February 7. 


Dr. Benson was one of the origina- 
tors of the Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association, which has been 
doing valuable work for many years 
in providing for well-trained teachers 
in our Sunday schools. He is the 
general secretary of that Association, 
which has its headquarters at 434 
S. Wabash Ave., Chicago 5. 








that she may not be able to conquer 
herself. There are thoughtful and un- 
prejudiced men today who believe that 
the same causes that turned Roman prog- 
ress into retrogression are operating 
against her: Three of these will be 
noted. 


1. Lawlessness.—Even before the out- 
break of the last war, the United States 
was declared to be the most lawless 
nation on earth With a record for mur- 
der and juvenile delinquency that even 
Germany and Japan could not approxi- 
mate. In a single decade more Ameri- 
cans were killed by assassins than were 
slain by a century and a half of battles, 
while the cost of this mania of crime 
expressed in dollar bills would have 
been sufficient for one hundred currency 
rings around the earth. Before the war, 
fingerprints of 3,800,000 criminals were 
registered. Today there are in the files 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
at Washington no less than 7,500,000 fin- 
gerprints\of persons: with arrest rec- 
ords1 This army, larger even than 
that which took part in the actual fight- 
ing against Germany and Japan, is be- 
ing reinforced daily by an alarming 
number of juvenile delinquents. This 
upward swing of lawlessness is a mere 
ripple of the tidal wave of crime that 
threatens to roll upon us. “This coun- 
try is in deadly peril,” says J. Edgar 
Hoover of the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation. “A creeping rot of moral dis- 
integration is eating into our nation. 
The arrests of. teen-age boys and girls 
are staggering, and some of the crimes 





1The Federal Bureau of Investigation (as 
of March 23, 1948) has 108,000,000 fingerprints 
on file. These represent a total of 65,000,000 
persons, and include the personnel of the 
Army, Navy, Coast Guard, Civil Service, etc., 
besides criminals. 


that youngsters conmtmit are almost un- 
speakable.” 


2. Drunkenness.—America has become 
a liquor-soaked nation. In the first 
decade after the repeal of the prohibi- 
tion amendment the arrests for drunken- 
ness increased 250%, and for drunken 
drivers, 97%. The National Safety Coun- 
cil states that drinking has become so 
prevalent among automobilists that one 
out of every eight drivers arrested is 
charged with intoxication, and that some- 
one is killed every minute by a drunken 
driver. We now have 437,000 saloons, which 
means one for every 267 of the popula- 
tion, one for every 71 homes, and eleven 
for every 5. churches. In one decade the 
nation consumed 21,500,000,000 gallons 
of liquor at a cost of seventy billions 
of dollars. One out of every four in 
the United States is in the education 
business, for which we appropriate 
$15.33 per capita; but one-half of our 
adult population patronize the saloon 
business at a cost of $46.15 per capita. 
It would seem as though the people had 
gone “hog-wild crazy,” and were deter- 
mined to destroy themselves if drunk- 
enness can bring it about, 


A Fast-Crumbling Pillar 


3. Homelessness.—The home, which 
has been the main pillar of civilization, 
is fast crumbling in America. I remem- 
ber speaking upon “The Passing of the 
Home” in 1912 in my church in Buffalo, 
N. Y. At that time I deplored the fact 
that one out of every thirteen of our 
marriages ended in a divorce. That 
number has increased so that now in 
some localities one out of every three 
homes is broken up by a legal separa- 
tion of father and mother. The divorce 
mill in America is adding a vicious quota 
to the agencies contributing to juvenile 
délinquency. Relentlessly and with in- 
creasing momentum, the terrible jugger- 
naut car of divorce rolls across every 
state of the Union, leaving in its wake 
broken homes, wrecked families, and be- 
wildered, unhappy children. Robert 
James Devine asks in “Christian Delin- 
quency”: “What can any child with 
such a background and such handicaps 
do for himself or herself today? Where 
would he or she begin? Many young- 
sters who have run afoul of the police, 
because of various violations, started 
life with two strikes against them. They 
never had a chance. Their number is 
legion. They come from broken homes 
or homes where drunkenness rules with 
its accompanying debauchery and pov- 
erty, driving children to crime in order 
to secure the necessities of life.” These 
juvenile delinquents are a national liabil- 
ity to any democracy. In only a few 
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years they will cast the ballots that will 
determine the destiny oi the republic. 
At this hour. of national exigency 
Americans need not only the warning 
of Gibbon’s “Decline and Fall of the Ro- 
man Empire,” but instruction from Ben- 
jamin Kidd’s celebrated dictum, “What 
you put into your schools will in from 
twenty to thirty years be a controlling 
force in the lives of the people.” Our 
forefathers recognized this important 
law in ‘human government. The foun- 
ders of America believed that the Bible 
shoule be taught in home, school, and 
church, and the younger generation made 
amenable-to its discipline. Without this 
discipline they seemed to understand 


that a democracy must fail. “Look after . 


the boys and giris,” they said, “and your 
men and women can be trusted. Let 
them first learn to obey, and then put 
the fear and love of God in them. [If 
this is done for all, eath will live in 
security and faith in his fellow men and 
in his government.” 


During the nineteenth century — the 
century of achievement — America 
maintained religious instruction in its 
schools. The parochial schools of the 
Jews and Catholics were well patron- 
ized, and in the early part of the century 
the Bible was an important subject in 
public instruction, Even when the state 
finally relegated all religious education 
to the church, the Sunday school was 
attended and supported to such an ex- 
tent that the vast majority of American 
children participated in the character- 
building portion of their training. But 
the twentieth century —the century of 
conflict—has witnessed not only the 
abandonment of the home as an educa- 
tional institution, but a tragic decline 
in Sunday school attendance. Accord- 
ing to the statistics compiled by the 
Gideons there are today 18,726,184, or 
seventy-six per cent, of the children en- 
rolled in public schools that are not 
even in Sunday school. Not a single 
one of the larger denominations now 
has a larger Sunday school enrollment 
than church membership. The largest 
Protestart denomination, which _ this 
year reports over eight million mem- 
bers, has three million less in the Sun- 
day school with an average attendance 
of only one-half the enrollment. Even 
in the South, where the Sunday school 
still is recognized as important, the 
largest denomination has an enrollment 
that is two million less than its mem- 
bership. What hope can America have 
for its future when the moral and re- 
ligious training of its children is sadly 
neglected alike by the home, the state, 
and the church? 

The hope of America lies in making 
the Sunday school an indispensable part 
of its educational system. But before 
the Sunday school can be improved and 
enlarged, a vast army of teachers will 
have to be recruited and trained. Half 
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a million more teachers will be required 
this year and every subsequent year 
until this stupendous task can be over- 
taken. To meet this appalling situation 
and provide for this national need, the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Associa- 
tion has been at work for the past fifteen 
years. Thousands of young people have 
been prepared in its one hundred and 
forty-four co-operating normal schools 
to be teachers of teachers in the 
Sunday school and home, and mil- 
lions of children throughout the world 
are now being reached through this end- 
less chain of instruction. But even this 
splendid effurt is only the beginning of 
that which must be recognized as the 
greatest task that has ever challenged 
the Christian church. As America goes, 
so goes the world, and national stability 
and security will largely depend upon 
the ability of the church to revitalize 
the Sunday school and make every home 
a training institution. Above all, those 
who are now competent to conduct train- 
ing classes should be encouraged to labor 
in every church and community, Strange 
as it may seem, there are already enough 
graduates of the Standard Training 
Course of the Evangelical Teacher Train- 
ing Association to turn the tide of law- 
lessness, drunkenness, and homelessness, 
and contributing agencies that threaten 
the stability of the American Republic. 
If every graduate who now holds a 
teacher’s diploma would conduct a per- 
ennial class of twenty young people, 
each of whom might be persuaded to 
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recruit a class of nine Bibléless, church- 
less boys and girls, in one year we 
could add more than two million to 
our Sunday schools, and in ten years 
reach the eighteen and a half million 
spiritually illiterate in our public schools, 

Such far-reaching possibilities of the 
teacher training movement are so as- 
tonishing that one wonders why the 
Protestant church has so long neglected 
the method that accounts so largely for 
the strategic success of the apostolic 
church in the declining days of the Ro- 
man Empire. To encourage this move- 
ment the Association has recently estab- 
lished an annual founder’s award of 
$250, of which $100 will go to the teacher 
issuing the largest number of certifi- 
cates of credit, $75 to the second, $50 to 
the third, and $25 to the fourth. 

Is there a graduate of the Standard 
Training Course in your church or vicin- 
ity? There are now more than ten 
thousand of these well-qualified teachers 
of teachers scattered all over the world, 
but mostly in the United States and 
Canada. Have you encouraged these 
teachers that have received unparalleled 
Bible training to gather the young peo- 
ple into their classes, that the homes of 
America may be assured of parent 
teachers and the Sunday schools enlarged 
and improved through additional in- 
structors? 

Will religion or 
America? 

Is it national exigency or exit? 

MAITLAND, FLA, 
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Cameras, Eyes, and Spiritual Vision 


Parallels and contrasts that show some of the wonders 
of God's creation and of His provision for His children 


By RALPH H. COON, M.A. 


This is the fourth of Mr. Coon’s series of eight articles on “Science Illus- 
trating Bible Truths.” They are appearing at approximately monthly 


e intervals. The next will be, “The 
\ 


OD knew the requirements for a 

perfect camera before man existed, 
and His designs include that of spiritual 
insight for the believer. 

It has been said that the two greatest 
wonders of creation are the starry 
heavens above and the mind of marr be- 
low, which is able to contemplate the 
heavens. In the preceding articles of 
this series we have considered creations 
in the universe of space. Now we turn 
to the second of these wonders. How- 
ever, instead of considering the intri- 
cacies of the human mind, we shall limit 
ourselves to the eye through which it 
is possible to study the starry heavens. 

The marvelous design of the human 
eye reveals an infinite Creator as truly 
as do the countless stars of limitless 
space. As we have found in other con- 
siderations, so here also the physical 
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wonder proves to be a very helpful illus- 
tration of corresponding spiritual truths. 

Wher considering the eye it will be 
helpful to think of the problems of de- 
sign in the camera, for most of us are 
move familiar with it, and its main parts 
have counterparts in the eye. 

The Shutter—Before taking a. photo- 
graph, one must see that the shutter is 
adjusted, so it will make either a time 
exposure or a snapshot at the proper 
length of time. This is often referred 
to as the “speed” of the shutter. The 
shutter protects the sensitive film until 
the, proper time for taking the picture, 
and then should open just long enough 
to let in the right amount of light. How 
wonderfully our eyelids are designed to 
correspondingly protect the extremely 
sensitive retina which receives the pic- 
ture in the eye. 
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The Aperture.—The second adjustment 
that a photographer makes is that of the 


_ size of the opening, or the aperture, of 


the lens. This adjustment is made by 
means of a slide in which are various 
sized holes that are moved into position 
in front of the lens, or by a multiple 
leaved diaphragm between two parts of 
the lens, operated by a small lever. It 
may be opened up wide for objects in 
dim light, or closed down to a small 
hole for bright scenes. This variable 
opening is sometimes called the “stop,” 
or iris. The best pictures are taken 
when this adjustment is made after actu- 
ally measuring the brightness of the 
light by means of an exposure meter. 
The iris of the eye serves the same 
purpose except that it is entirely auto- 
matic. The reader has of course ob- 
served how the pupil of the eye, which 
is merely the hole in the iris, is large 
if the light is dim, but small if it is 
bright. Is it not fortunate that we do 
not need to remember: this and make 
the proper measurements and adjust- 
ments every time we use our eyes? 


The Lens.—The third adjustment that 
has to be considered has to do with the 
lens itself. Since this is the most im- 
portant and most expensive part of a 


* good camera let us see something of what 


is involved in its design. A simple lens 
has: many defects. One of these would 
make the sides of a house seem to bulge 
out when viewed through it. This can 
be overcome by using two lenses prop- 
erly designed and spaced, each counter- 
acting this defect in the other. Another 
trouble’ is the formation of color blurs’ 
where they should not be. The use of 
added lenses of a different kind of glass 
overcomes this in part for certain color 
ranges. A third effect corrects the ten- 
dency of a single lens to focus objects 
at different distances from the lens in 
more than one spot. This is called as- 
tigmatism. .A camera lens in which all 
three of these corrections are made ig 
t 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES” 


called an anastigmatic lens, and is very 
complicated and, expensive, especially if 
it is a large one. 

The crystalline lens of the eye is more 
complex, and at the same time, more com- 
pact than the best camera lens. It is 
made up of layers of material of differ- 
ent optical properties. The corrections 
that it has taken man so many centuries 
to learn to make are all made in the 
human eye, and we have every reason 
to believe, from both observation and 
revelation, that those corrections were 
made when the first such eyes were cre- 
ated. How could such a marvel have 
merely evolved? The eye demands a 
divine designer more than a camera lens 
presupposes a human planner. With 
David Wwe exclaim, “I will praise thee, 
O Lord, ,ywith my whole heart; I will 
show forth all thy marvelous works” 
(Psa. 9:1). 


Focusing.—Still another marvel must 
be taken into account when we consider 
the crystalline lens. In all but very 
simple cameras, the camera lens must be 
moved ig or out as the object viewed 
is far or near, or the resulting picture 
will be blurred. Varied and expensive 
methods have been designed for making 
this adjustment, but, even then, if the 
photographer should forget to focus the 
camera the resulting negative would 
likely be worthless. 

Man’s inventions are very crude com- 
pared with God’s creations. How awk- 
ward it would be if the front of the eye 
had to be moved forward to focus it 
on near-by objects, as is necessary with 
the camera. Besides possessing all of 
the wonders considered above, the crys- 
talline lens of the eye is flexible enough 
so that; by a special set of muscles its 
thickness may be altered just enough to 
bring the object observed into proper 


focus. The nearer the object the greater 


the pull of these muscles. This, too, is 
entirely automatic. We, as a result of 
scientific studies, have even greater rea- 
son than David for crying out to God, 
“[ will praise thee; for I am fearfully 
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and wonderfully made; marvelous are 
thy works” (Psa, 139:14), 

We could go on and tell of the mar- 
velous delicacy of structure of the retina 
with its microscopic rods and cones. We 
could try to explain the change of the 
tiny upside-down pictures in the two eyes 
to the sensations of color and form and 
distance seen singly and out in space 
where they really are. Let the reader 
meditate on these and other miracles of 
vision, for that is what they really are. 
Let us wonder and not forget to praise 
our Creator. 


The Center of Vision—There is one 
respect in which the camera and the eye 
are different, and this special feature of 
our vision points us to an important 
teaching of God’s Word. A good camera 
records the details equally well all over 
the field of view. A little consideration 
will make it plain to anyone that, with 
the eye, we see clearly only a very small 
portion of a scene at a time. To obtain 
full satisfaction in viewing a beautiful 
landscape one must take time to let his 
gaze wander leisurely over every part 
of it. If the eyes are kept fixed on one 
point, other objects, even though they 
be quite near, are not clearly seen. The 
explanation of this is that God has plan- 
ned that one spot.on the retina, which 
we may call the center of vision, should 
be especially sensitive. This is slightly 
hollowed out and very closely packed 
with the most sensitive nerve endings. 
The surrounding areas are not equipped 
for such detailed observation, but are 
particularly sensitive to moving objects 
or large changes, suchas possible dan- 
ger, to which the center of vision must 
at once be turned. What a wise pro- 
vision this concentration of vision is. It 
makes possible reading just two or three 
words at once instead of jumbling all 
of the words on a page into our minds 
at once. It helps us to remember the 
things we study, for we all know the 
value of concentration in memorizing. 

Christ the Center of Vision.—There is 
even\a greater need for concentration 
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in our spiritual vision. We see all through 
the Scriptures that God is fixing our 
attention on His only Son our Saviour. 
It is through Him and Him alone that 
we acquire the spiritual life. “He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life: and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life” (John 3:36). .Salva- 
tion from sin, which makes room for that 
life, is only through Him. “There is 
none. other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be. saved” 
(Acts 4:12). It is only through the same 
Lord and Saviour that a fruitful Chris- 
tian life may be lived. He Himself said, 
“He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit: for 
without me ye can do nothing” (John 
15:5). 

In the Old Testament we see Christ 
as the one who “is altogether lovely” 
(Song of Sol. 5:16). He is the one called 
“Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace” (Isa. 9:6). 

In the New Testament the Lord Jesus 
is the one to whom we must look to see 
even God Himself. He makés it clear 
that “he that honoreth not the Son hon- 
oreth not the Father which hath sent 
him” (John 5:28). 
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How clearly this desire of the Father 
to have us fix our eyes on Jesus alone 
was shown off the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion. It would seem that the fact that 
“his face did shine as the sun” would 
be enough to keep the gaze of the dis- 
ciples on Him. However, when Peter 
was so impressed with the wonder of 
the presence of Moses and Elijah, and 
wanted to make provision for them to 
stay for a time with them, “while he 
yet spake, behold, a bright cloud over- 
shadowed them: and behold a voice out 
of the cloud, which said, This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; 
hear ye him.” And when they had 
lifted up their eyes, they saw no 
man, save Jesus only” (Matt. 17:5, 8). 

Truly if we keep our spiritual eyes 
fixed on “Jesus only,” through Him we 
may see God’s will for us; through Him 
we may see our hope for the future; and 
through Him we may see God Himself. 
Surely we may see God in all of His 
handiwork, such as in the wonders of 
the human eye. But how infinitely more 
wonderful the spiritual vision He gives 
to His own, when the Lord Jesus Christ 
is the center of vision at all times. 


(To be continued) 


What Are We Teaching Our Children? 


Some surprising lessons that we may be thoughtlessly instilling into young heafts 


CHILD is constantly learning dur- 
ing the growing years of his life. 
Every waking moment is bringing him 
impressions that change his attitudes, 
modify his behavior, alter his view- 
point, and shift his moral standards. 
He is learning from his adult friends 
and relatives, his playmates, his teachers, 
the books he reads, and from his general 
environment. Even the slightest expe- 
rience changes him. We look at Johnnie 
today. He will never be the same boy 
again. By tomorrow, another ten or 
twelve hours of experiences and impres- 
sions will have made ,him a different 
boy. Some of the things he learns are 
good, some, bad, but, whether we like 
it or not, he goes right on learning, 
The teacher faces him in her Sunday 
school class. He is learning there, too, 
but is he actually learning what she is 
hoping to teach? The words of the les- 
son are but an infinitesimal part of his 
Sunday learnings. Perhaps his young 
teacher presents an earnest lesson on 
reverence in God’s house. He gains, 
through words, some idea of reverence. 
But later, in the church service, he sees 
his teacher in the back seat with other 
young people, whispering and giggling 
during the sermon, and the idea he ob- 
tained from the class lesson is modified 
by the impression that this matter of 
reverence and of Christianity and the 
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Bible are mostly words and sentiment, 
and not really to be lived out. He sees 
his father sit with unbowed head 
through the pastoral prayer, and he gets 
the impression that bowing the head is 
primarily practiced by women and girls. 





“Do you know, kids,” said a man 
teacher to a class of twelve-year-olds, 
“this Bible is God’s own Word. We must 
all reverence it and live by it.’ Later 
in the lesson, wishing the boys to look 
up some references, he picked up a stack 
of Bibles and tossed them, one to each 
boy. If the boy happened to be a good 
catcher, the Bible did not land sprawling 
ignominiously on the floor. But not all 
the boys caught them!. That teacher 
would be amazed to know that his boys 
did some learning that day that erased 
from their minds all that he had been 
trying to tell them, 


A mother, who is most particular 
about training her small. daughter to 
keep her picture books neat and clean, 
allowed her to take a pencil and scribble 
all over the front and back fiyleaves 
of a church hymn book, little: realizing 
that the impression her little one was 
receiving was, “We must be careful of 
our things, but God’s things don’t mat- 
ter !” 


I visited a public school classroom, 
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where a young friend of mine attended. 
I found her in a neat, well-lighted, well- 
ventilated, tastefully decorated room, 
and using textbooks with good print and 
attractive illustrations. Everything in 
the environment had the atmosphere of 
orderly industry and quiet dignity. 

This girl attends a Sunday school 
class in a dark, stuffy, little hallway 
that leads to the baptistry. It is cur- 
tained in by faded and dusty drapes, 
and lighted by an unshaded electric light 
bulb hanging from the ceiling. Her les- 
son paper was set up in unattractive 
print, much too small to be read in that 
inadequate light. The Bibles furnished 
by the church were in tiny, almost un- 
readable print. The teacher was a fine, 
spiritual woman, who had the lesson 
carefully: planned and .well presented, 
but the environment was so impossible 
that it drained the very lifeblood from 
the lesson. Are these girls learning 
week after week that secular things mat- 
ter greatly, but anything is good enough 
for spiritual things? We hear so much 
about spiritual carelessness among Chris- 
tians. Where does it come from? Afe 
we unconsciously teaching it to our 
children? 





James awoke on a rainy Friday morn- 
ing with a slight cold. He annotnced 
at breakfast that he was going to stay 
at home. His mother quickly demurred, 

“Oh, no! You have to go to school, 
James. Come, come, a little rain won’t 
hurt you!” 

His father said: “Yes, you must not 
miss school, my boy. You must get a 
good education, you know, because some 
day you are going to take my place in 
the business.” , 

His rain clothes were brought out, 
and James went to school. On Sunday, 
it was still raining. Father stretched 
and yawned after breakfast. 

“I don’t think we’d better go out to 
church today, dear,” he remarked to his 
wife. “I just had the car washed, and 
James hzs a cold, and it won’t hurt any 
of us to stay home and rest one day 
out of the week.” . 

James stretched cyt happily before the 
fire with his funny books, and with the 
very vivid impression, 

“You have to go to school. But you 
don’t have to go to church unless you 
want to.” 





Aunt Alice came downstairs frowning 
with a miserable‘ headache. She was 
*advised to go back to bed and rest. 

“But I can’t,” she replied. “You see, 
I have to read a paper. at my Saturday 
Morning Club, and I just have to go. Pll 
take a couple of headache pills and get 
by somehow.” 

The next morning (Sunday), she said: 
“I simply can’t go out today with this 
headache. Somebody else will have to 
take my Sunday school class. No, you 
needn’t phone the superintendent. There 
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will be someone he can get. Anybody 


can take it.” 

Small Dorothy was observing it all, 
and doing some significant learning. 
Later in life she may be one of those 
people about whom we ask wonderingly, 
“Why are so many Christians so in- 
different?” 





Teen-aged Rodney got up late and had 
just time enough to gulp down some 
hot chocolate and a piece of toast before 
rushing off to school. He arose from 
the table hastily. ; 

“Where are you going, Son?” asked his 
father. 

“To school, of course, Dad.” 

“No, my boy. You do not go to school 
without first looking to God. Sit down 
for our devotions.” 

Rodney was restless during the Bible 
reading, and shuffled his feet during the 
prayer, squirming impatiently, But when 
he was forcing his jalopy down the 
street at top speed toward school, some 
thoughts were crystallizing down under- 
neath his resentment. They ran some- 
thing like this: . 

“Dad is right.- God is managing our 
lives, and we should always commit our- 
selves and our day to Him. I’m glad 
now that Dad made me wait.” 





In one Junior Department, the children 
began arriving half an hour early. There 
was no adult present, and soon the 
pupils, responding to their natural ten- 
dencies, began chasing each other, wres- 
tling and jumping over ehairs. The time 
came to begin the session, but no adult’ 
had arrived. Finally the Junior super- 
intendent rushed in breathlessly, and 
the children came out of the general 
pandemonium and settled in their chairs. 
Immediately they all arose and repeated 
the verse: 

The Lord is in His holy temple: 

Let all the earth keep silence before Him. 
An intelligent little wag, who got the 
significance of the whole superficial pro- 
ceeding, whispered to her friend, “Oh, 
He must have just come in with her!” 

One by one the teachers arrived, and 
most of them were present by the time 
the class period began. A child had 
brought a bouquet of flowers. The super- 
intendent hastily put them into a well- 
labeled pickle jar and placed them upon 
the piano, amidst a chaos of song books, 
quarterlies, and Sunday school papers, 
a procedure that she would not have 


tolerated in her own well-kept home. © 


Every bright child in the room received 
some indelible teaching that morning. 
We desire the latest and best that mod- 
ern science can devise for our homes, 
schools, and community life. Why do 
we insist on living back in the dark 
ages in our Sunday schools? 





A teacher, standing in the Interme- 
diate Department with her class of boys, 
was taking part in the flag salute. She 
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distinctly heard the boy next to her say, 
with his hand on his heart, “I pledge 
allegiance to the rag of my church —” 

She was indeed shocked,and spoke to 
the superintendent of the department 
about it. 

“I wish,” she said, “that you would 
take that boy aside and give him a good 
talking to!” 

The superintendent looked at the flag, 
hanging limply from its staff, faded, and 
discolored from years of dust and grime. 

“No,” he decided. “We will say noth- 
ing to the boy. We will have a new flag 
here next Sunday.” 





“Now,” said the minister, in the church 
service, “let us all stand and sing, ‘All 
Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name.’ Let 
us sing it with a spirit of true worship. 
Make this your testimony of worship 
and devotion to the matchless Christ!” 

Young Marjorie rose beside me to do 
just that, with glowing face and shining 
eyes. While the congregation sang, the 
minister sat and held a conversation 
with the guest speaker of the morning. 
Marjorie ceased to‘sing, and stared at 
the pastor with wide eyes of aston- 
ishment. _I wondered what she was 
thinking. ‘ 

After the service, I ventured, “That 
was a beautiful song, ‘All Hail the 
Power,’ wasn’t it, Marjorie?” 

“Yes,” she replied, without enthusiasm, 
“the song was all right, but he was an 
old spoofer !” 

It is not necessary to have a great, ex- 
pensive church with a pipe organ and 
a children’s chapel to provide the right 
environment. The smallest building and 
the simplest organization can provide 
surroundings of dignity, beauty, and or- 
der, and. can provide examples of con- 
sistent Christian conduct and living that 
will contribute desirable spiritual teach- 
ing. 

Mopesto, CAuir. 


Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Aunt Mary 


Questions for answer, and other commu- 
nications, may be addfessed to Aunt Mary, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th 8St., 
Philadelphia 5. No names or addresses 
will be published in The Sunday School 
Times; and if questions are too personal 
for an answer in these columns, Aunt Mary 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 





Dear Aunt Mary: I am seventeen 
yore old, a junior in high school, and 
ave been saved five years. But I have 
a problem that worries me a lot, and 


as none of my folks are Christians, I « 


thought I would write and ask you 
what I should do. You offer to help 
with advice and prayer, so here is the 
story: ‘I’ve been geing steady with a 
boy in my class for almost a year, and 
he likes me an awful lot. But he 
isn’t a Christian, though he knows I 
am. I’ve tried to win. him, but he 
says it will be “No” until he can see 
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somebody’s life where it has really 
worked. 


I’ve tried every way to get rid of 
him, but he won’t take the hints; then 
his mother is always pushing us to- 
—-, and my folks like him, too. 

verybody at school and church links 
cur names together, and I don’t like it, 
but. what can I do? 


_ He has never kissed me, though he 
is always wanting to, and to put his 
arms around me; but he knows that I 
don’t believe in that kind of goings on. 
I would never sit in a car and, as they 
say, “neck”. and kiss. What do you 
think about holding hands, 
pees night; going steady, and go forth? 
can’t feel right about letting a boy 
kiss me. Could I do that, and then 
when I-found the person who really 
was the one and only for me, could 
I feel true? I don’t know. If he was 
a real Christian, I could like him more 
deeply than I do. Will you please 
write to me soon and help me on this 
matter?—-TROUBLED, 


Y DEAR GIRL: How glad I am 
that you wrote me about your 
problem (especially as your folks do not 
know the Lord), and that you have been 
saved five years, @ecause that means 
that you and I belong to the same family 
of God, our Father, through our blessed 
Saviour. As soon as your letter reached 
me, I began to pray for you that you 
might be guided aright. 

It seems to me that you have’ more 
than one problem, dear girl; but I will 
take them in the order of your letter. 
The first and foundation one is that your 
boy friend is not saved, and you are. 
Such conditions are not happy, and 
should not continue. In 2 Corinthians 
6:14, 15, believers are commanded not 
to be yoked together with unbelievers, 
but to be separate from them. It may 
be said that you and he are not yet 
yoked together, but people are linking 
your names now, showing that they re- 
alize the fact that marriage is the normal 
goal of “going steady” with one boy for 
a long time. 


You did right to try to win him, but 
when he said he would not come to 
Christ until he saw a life where being 
saved had really “worked,” you might 
have said: “Well, I know Christ has 
saved me, and helps me every day. 
I love Him because He has redeemed me 
with His own precious blood.” Then, if 
he still would not have the Saviour, you 
could tell him gently but firmly that 
you “are not your own” (1: Cor. . 6:19, 
20), so must stop going with him’ until 
he accepts your Lord Jesus‘ as his own 
Saviour, 


If he really loves you as deeply as you 
think, it will have a great effect on him 
to see how much the Lord means to you. 
Besides, this loyalty and obedience on 
your part, coupled with earnest prayer 
for his salvation, will bring the Lord on 
your side, and the Holy Spirit will strive 
with him, convicting him of sin. 

Above all things, do not marry an un- 

(Continued on page 314) 
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— International Uniform Lesson 





* LESSON 3. APRIL 18. THE RETURN FROM EXILE 


Ezra 1 to 6; Haggai; printed text, Ezra 1:1-4; 4:23, 24, Haggai 1:3-8, 13, 14 
Golden Text.—No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.—Luke 9:62 


Kinc James VERSION 


Ezra 1:1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the 
word of the Lorp by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, 
the Lorp stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he 
made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also 
in writing, saying, : 

2 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lorn God of heaven hath 
given me ajl the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged 
me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 

3 Who is there among you of all his people? his God be with 
him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build 
the house of the Lorp God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in 
Jerusalem. 

4 And whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojourncth, 
let the men of his place help him with silver, and with gold, and 
with goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill-offering for the 
house of God that is in Jerusalem. 


Chap. 4:23 Now when the copy of king Artaxerxes’ letter was 
read before Rehum, and Shimshai the scribe, and their com- 
panions, they went up in haste to Jerusalem unto the Jews, and 
made them to cease by force and power. 

24 Then ceased the work of the house of God which is at 
Jerusalem. So it ceased unto the second year of the reign of 
Darius king of Persia. 


Hag. 1:3 Then came the word of the Lorp by Haggai the prophet, 
saying, 

4 Is it time.for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and 
this house lie waste? 

5 Now therefore thus saith the Lorp of hosts; Consider your 
ways. ‘ 

6 Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have 
not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe 
you, but there is'none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth 
wages to put it into a bag with holes. 

7 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; Consider your ways. 

8 Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house; 


and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the 
Lorp. 


13 Then spake Haggai the Lorp’s messenger in the Lorp’s mes- 
sage unto the people, saying, i am with you, saith the Lorp. 

14 And the Lorp stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, andthe spirit of Joshua the son 
of Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant 
of the people; and they came and did.work in the house of 
the Lorp of hosts, their God. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 











The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. ‘A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


"T roots are seven Old Testament 
books that are linked together very 
intimately —three historical and 
four prophetic. I refer to Ezra, Nehe- 
miah, and Esther in the first group, and 
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, with 
Daniel, in the second. All have to do 
largely with a special work of God sub- 
sequent*to the close of the seventy years’ 
captivity of Judah in Babylon, as pre- 
dicted by Jeremiah, during which time 
the land of Palestine was to make up 
her lost Sabbath years (Jer. 25: 12-14; 
2 Chron. 36:21; Dan. 9:2). After this 
period of bondage came to a close, God 
opened up the way for a remnant of 
His peopie to return to Jerusalem, ac- 
cording to a special mandate issued by 
Cyrus, king of Persia, whose armies de- 
feated the Chaldeans and overthrew the 
Babylonian Empire.~ 

The books of Ezra and Nehemiah tell 
us of this return and the events that 
took place in the land afterward. Hag- 
gai and Zechariah were prophets of God 
raised up to exhort and encourage this 
remnant as they proceeded to rebuild 
first the Temple and later the ruined city 
of Jerusalem. 

There are many precious and impor- 
tant lessons in these post-captivity books 
for the people of God today who mourn 
the manifold grievous errors that have 
brought many into captivity, and who 
long to walk with God in separation 
from all that is false and unholy. 
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Gathered back from their bondage 
among the Gentiles, a few in Israel real- 
ized the blessedness of being in the place 
where Jehovah had set His name, there 
to worship and serve Him as they found 
it written (Neh. 8:14), and as they were 
guided by the prophetic ministry of 
Haggai and Zechariah. It speaks loudly 
of the privileges of those who in this 
day of apostasy and of departure from 


God find their joy in the Lord and en-, 


deavor to walk in obedience to His Word. 


The Historical Setting 
The first group to return from Baby- 


lon came to Jerusalem under the direc-. 


tion of Zerubbabel (a son of David by 
direct descent) and Joshua, the high 
priest. Some thirty years later, another 
group came up under the leadership of 
Ezra, the scribe. Those who went up 
first undertook to rebuild the ruined 
Temple and were encouraged in this 
work by Haggai after enemies in the 
land sought to hinder, 


Verse by Verse 

Ezra 1:1—“The Lord stirred up the 
spirit of Cyrus king of Persia.” The time 
had come for the fulfillment of the prém- 
ise that after seventy years a way would 
be opened for the Jews to return from 
their captivity: so God moved the heart 
of the conqueror of Babylon to look 
favorably upon His people and to open 
the way for them to go back to the land 
of Judah. 


Verse 2.—“The Lord God of heaven 
. . . hath charged me to build him an 
house at Jerusalem.” - Cyrus was con- 
scious that he had a mandate from Je- 
hovah to enable the Jews to rebuild the 


Temple, which the Chaldeans had laid 
in ruins. 


Verse 3.—“Who is there among you of 
all his people? . . . let him go up to 
Jerusalem.” There was no compulsion. 
All who had a heart for God and who 
valued His Word were free to go. Those 
.who preferred to remain where they 
were would forfeit blessing, however, if 
they did not grasp the opportunity af- 
forded them to return to the place where 
God had set His name. 


Verse 4—“Whosoever remaineth in 
any place .. . let the men of his place 
help him.” God's time to favor the Jews 
had come. The Persians were more 
lenient toward them than the Chaldeans 
had been. Even if they did not go up 
to Jerusalem themselves, it was taken 
for granted they would want to help 
their brethren who did go, and at Cyrus’s 
command they were to be given every 
assistance possible, 


Chap. 4:23—“They ... made them 
cease by force and power.” An effort 
had been made to thwart the command 
of Cyrus by misrepresenting the activ- 
ities of the Jews, and Artaxerxes, his 
successor, demanded that the work of 
rehabilitation cease, something which the 
enemies of God’s people took immedi- 
ate advantage of. 


Verse 24.—“Then ceased the work... 
unto the second year of the reign of 
Darius king of Persia.” The Jews were 
too easily persuaded to give up, instead 
of making clear their right to rebuild 
the Temple as Cyrus had given them per- 
mission to do. 


Haggai 1:3—“Then came the word of 
the Lord by Haggai the prophet.” It 























Lesson for April 18 


was a word of admionition and encour- 
agement, reproving them for being so 
easily turned aside from the work in 
which they had been engaged, and urg- 
ing them to take it up again, as King 
Darius had but recently given permis- 
sion to do. 


Verse 4.—“Is it time for you, O ye, .to 
dwell in your cieled houses, and this 
house lie waste?” No Persian decree 
had hindered their providing warm and 
even_expensive houses for themselves, 
but it was used readily as an excuse 
for indifference to what should have had 
the first place in their thoughts — the 
rebuilding of the Temple of the Lord. 

Verse 5.—“Consider your ways.” The 
literal translation of the Hebrew would 
be, “Set your heart upon your ways.” 
It was a summons to self-judgment, for 
one’s ways manifest the state of his 
mind. God would have them recognize 
the selfishness and slothfulness that had 
made them overlook His paramount 
claims upon their energy and their time 
and ability. 

Verse 6—“Ye have sown much, and 
bring in little.” Weigh this verse care- 
fully. It gives the secret of much of 
the lack of blessing following our ef- 
forts to succeed, as it did with Judah 
so long ago. No matter how strenuously 
one may labor, God will not give success 
if He is dishonored, 


Verse 7.—“Consider your ways.” A 
second time the call comes to consider 
their true condition before God. It is 
not vain repetition, but an emphatic sum- 
mons to face things honestly and to get 
right with God. 

Verse 8.—“Build the house; and I will 
take pleasure in it.” When the people 
of God rise from their lethargy and 
“put first things first,” giving the Lord 
and His will the supreme place in their 
lives, they have His Word for it that 
He will be glorified in them. 


Verse 13.—“Haggai the Lord’s messen- 
ger in the Lord’s message.” It is quite 
possible to be the Lord’s messenger — 
that is, to be appointed by God to speak 
for Him, and yet to miss the Lord’s mes- 
sage. But Haggai was in intimate touch 
with Him who sent him as he now en- 
couraged an obedient people with prom- 
ises of divine assistance. 

Verse 14—“The Lord stirred up the 
spirit of Zerubbabel . . . and the spirit 
of all... the people; and they came and 
did work in the house of the Lord.” 
Aroused by the stirring exhortation of the 
prophet, and comforted by the knowl- 
edge of the Lord’s presence among them, 
the people went to work with a will, and 
soon completed the building of the house 
of God. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

When the failures of the people of 
God have brought them into bondage to 
the world and to worldly religion, He 
is ever ready to grant restoration to 
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Last Week's Lesson 
2. April 11.—God’s Message to a Peo- 
ple in Exile. 
Ezekiel 18; 34; 36:22-38; 37:1-14 
Next Week’s Lesson 


4. April 25.—Zechariah Pleads for 
Righteousness Zechariah 1:1-6; 4; 7; 8 








those who seek His face. It was in Jeru- 
salem He had set His name, and to that 
name He gathers His own. But it is 
one thing to be in the right position 
before Him and quite another to be in 
the right condition of soul. It is all- 
important that those who profess to 
value what is of God and who seek to 
appropriate the privileges He gives 
should ever recognize the principle of 
the divine priority over their hearts, 
their lives and their service. Thus His 
blessing i be assured. 


Lesson Outline 
Tue DELivereD REMNANT 


1. The return to Jerusalem (Ezra 2:1-4) 

2. The work of God hindered (chap, 4: 
23, 24) 

3: A call to self-judgment (Hag. 1:3-8) 

4. The work resumed (vs. 13, 14) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

«The Importance of an Exercised Con- 
science. When the conscience is not ac- 
tive and the spirit not responsive to the 
Word of God, people interpret circum- 
stances to suit themselves. At such times, 
it is amazing the amount of energy that 
will be expended on that which minis- 
ters to one’s comfort; whereas utter in- 
difference will be manifested toward that 
which is connected with the Lord’s glory. 
Well may we all give heed to the ad- 
monition, “Consider your “ways.” 


Summaries and Applications 


Many professed Christians easily find 
time for all that ministers to their own 
pleasure, but are ready to take advan- 
tage of any excuse for not attending to 
the things of God. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macauley 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Iii. 
HICH of the prophets indicated the 
time of the end of the Captivity? 


2. Which of the prophets named the 
king who should order the return, and how 
long before the event? , 

3. Who were the leaders of the first con- 
tingent? 

4. How do you think God “stirred up the 
spirit” of Cyrus to this magnanimous action? 

5. What inevitably starts up when a work 


“of God begins to prosper? 


6. Why does the work of God suffer re- 
verses? 


7. What is God’s answer to such reverses? 


8. What is the experience of God’s people 
when they put their own interests before 
God's? (Hag. 1:4.) 


9. When does blessing begin? 
(Answers on page 312) 
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It is noteworthy that the\remnant who 
returned to Jerusalem first located the 
place of the altar and reinstituted the 
sacrificial system, albotionich speaks. of 
the cross of Christ sand«His finished 
work, which should ever have the first 
place in our thoughts. 

King Cyrus gave permission to rebuild 
the Temple. The enemies of Israel 
blamed them for rebuilding the city, and 
it was this that Artaxerxes forbade; 
therefore there was no valid reason for 
ceasing to work on the Temple. 

Haggai’s ministry was designed to 
awaken the consciences of the people, 
and this is always important. When 
once aroused, they took up their task 
with alacrity. Do we give God and His 
glory the first place in our lives? 

CHICAGO. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
who art the source of all good, forgive 
us that in our enjoyment of Thy gifts 
we often forget Thee. Inspire us with 
grateful love toward Thee, not only for 
what Thou dost give, but for what Thou 
art. Thy truth and justice declare Thee 
to be holy. Thy tender mercies show 
that Thou art love, and for all that Thou 
art, we adore Thee this day. We grieve, 
O Lord, over our unlikeness to Thee, 
and all the unworthiness of our lives. 
Put from us all that is false, unjust, or 
unclean, and all that is unloving. Par- 
don us, and help us to do justly, to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with Thee. 
Bless Thy faithful servants in all the 
world, and use them to build the liv- 
ing temple of Christ’s Church. Help us 
to seek first, not our own selfish ends, 
but Thy Kingdom. Guide us into the 
good works that enter into Thy plan for 
us, and make our lives to tell more and 
more for Christ and for souls. All this 
we ask in our Saviour’s name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Little Evangeline 
Booth lived in the home of her grand- 
father, William Booth, when he started the 
work of the Salvation Army. Theirs was 
a poor home, in the poorest part of Lon- 
don. One day Evangeline was taken to 
visit in a part of London where people 
were well dressed and had beautiful 
homes. When she came back she said, 


GIVE FIRGT THINGS 


“Grandpa, why don’t we have things 
like other people?” “ ‘Things,’ dearie?” 
he said. “What do you mean?” So she 
told what she had seen where she had 
been visiting. Taking a sheet of paper 
and a pencil, her grandfather said, “My 
dear, all my life I’ve given ‘things’ a 
little place, so we’ll make a little dot 
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and call it ‘Things.’ Then I’ve given 
to others a bigger place in my life, so 
we'll draw a circle around the dot and 
call it ‘Others.’ But to God I’ve given 
the biggest place, so we'll draw a big 
circle and call it ‘God.’” Then, taking 
another sheet and making a little dot, 
Grandpa said: “We'll call this ‘God.’ 
Then around it we'll draw this circle and 
mark it ‘Self.’ Around that again here 
is a bigger circle to stand for ‘Things.’ 
Now, dear, look at both pieces of paper 
and decide which you like best.” At 
once the girlie took the second piece 
of paper, crumpled it up, and threw it 
on the fire, saying, “No, Grandpa, let’s 
still make ‘God’ the big circle, and 
‘Things’ the little dot.” 

The Prophet Haggai saw the work on 
God’s house at a standstill because peo- 
ple were more interested in making 
comfortable homes for themselves. And 
many today are more interested in their 
own comfort, pleasure, and prosperity, 
than in serving the Lord. Which shall 
it be in our lives? Is God to be the 
little dot, or the big circle? 

Vancouver, B. C., Can, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“The Lord stirred up .the spirit of 
Cyrus king of Persia” (Ezra 1:1).—Was 
it not that eccentric preacher, Christmas 
Evans, who in his inimitable way said 
to his congregation, “You are the Lord’s 
cup, I am His spoon, and with His help 
I am going to stir you up”? And stir 
them up he did! 

Stirring is very essential business in 
various departments of life. I am re- 
minded of a cake recipe which my wife 
has on file. The important item of in- 
struction in it is: “Stir for ten minutes” 
—and lest the housewife should estimate 
the time by her feelings, the words: “by 
the clock” are added to the stirring in- 
structions! 

There are cases in Scripture like the 
one ynder consideration where the Lord 
graciously does the stirring. (See also 
Hag. 1:14.) Then there are instances 
where the Lord used human instrumen- 
tality to stir up certain persons (2 Pet. 
1:13; 3:3). Timothy was told to “stir 
up the gift of God” which was in him 
(2 Tim. 1:6). Contributions to the build- 
ing of the Tabernacle were made by 
“every one whose heart stirred him up” 
(Exod. 35:21-26). The Prophet Isaiah 
lamented that “there is none ,. . that 
stirreth up himself” to take hold of God 
(Isa. 64:7). ‘ 

Stir me, O stir me, Lord, I care not how, 

But stir my heart in passion for the 
world; 

Stir me to give, to go, but most to pray: 

Stir till the blood-red banner be unfurled 

O’er _ that still in heathen darkness 

O’er deserts where no cross is lifted high. 

“Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The 
Lord God of heaven hath given me all 
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the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath 
charged me to, build him an house” 
(Ezra 1:2).—How refreshing to find a 
monarch humble enough to acknowledge 
the Lord God of Heaven as the one who 
gave him his empire, and also exer- 
cised enough to attempt to fulfill the 
“charge” that accompanied the ‘gift of 
the kingdom ! 

What a striking contrast King Cyrus 
is to that haughty Pharaoh, king of 
Egypt, who not only failed to recognize 
the Lord God of Heaven, but even went 
so far as to say that the River Nile was 
his, and added, “I have made it.for my- 
self” (Ezek, 29:3). 

The difficulty with most rulers today 
is their utter failure to own their in- 
debtedness to the Lord God of Heaven 
for their positions and to carry out the 
responsibility associated with civil au- 
thority. “He that ruleth over men must 
be just, ruling in the fear of God” (2 
Sam. 23:3). 

All rulers would do well to take a 
leaf out of the book of the first Gentile 
king to be given world dominion. He 
learned by divine discipline that “the 
most High ruleth in the kingdom of 
men, and giveth it to whomsoever he 
will”” When he came forth from his 
extreme trial, he said, “Now I Nebu- 
chadnezzar praise and extol and honour 


THE 
GODLESS 
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the King of heaven, all whose works 
are truth, and his ways judgment: and 
those that walk in pride he is able to 
abase” (Dan. 4:37). 

Christians should pray for the rulers 
of the largest country on earth today be- 
cause there has been no official repent- 
ance on their part for ordering God out 
of Russia “bag and baggage.” What but 
the predicted judgment can befall that 
country for such impertinence —not to 
say blasphemy? 

“Who is there among you of all his 
people? his God be with him, and let 
him go up ,.. and build the house of 
the Lord” (Ezra 1:3).—What a challenge 
to God’s people in captivity! Thank 
God for the almost fifty thousand (Ezra 
2:64, 65) who responded. But what were 
they compared to the multitude in exile? 

There is a house of the Lord in build- 
ing today —true it is a spiritual house; 
but the Lord graciously uses human in- 
strumentality in one phase of the work, 
The challenge is still being given: “Who 
is there among you of all his people” 
that will go and build? In the measure 
which the Gospel of Christ is given to 
the unsaved; and the Word ministered 
to believers, we are builders. 

It was something: special for which 
to thank God to find J. Edgar Hoover 
saying in his article, “Crime and the 


onsider your ways. Ye have sown much, and 
in little,--he that earneth wabes earn- 


eth wages to pus it into abas with holes” rrcoar 1:56. 
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Sunday School,” appearing in the Febru- 
ary 7 issue of THe SunpDAY ScHoo. TIMEs: 
“I would like to pay tribute to the thou- 
sands of loyal men and women who are 
serving unselfishly as teachers in our 
Sunday schools. We in law enforcement 
look upon them as companions-in-arms 
in the fight against crime... . In re- 
cruiting for God, they are building for 
America”—and he could have added, 
“and for eternity.” 

“No man, having put his hand to the 
plough, and looking back, is fit for the 
kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62).—This is 
not the way of salvation, but the way 
of discipleship. Salvation is “by grace 
. . . through faith” and without works 
(Eph, 2:8, 9); but discipleship is a mat- 
ter of continually going on, following 
Him, learning of Him. 

Among some ice skaters was a boy so 
small, and so evidently a beginner, that 
his frequent spills awakened the pity 
of a tender-hearted spectator. “Why, 
sonny, you are getting all bruised up!” 
she said. “I wouldn’t stay on the ice 
and keep falling so, I’d just come off 
and watch the others!” The tears of the 
last fall were still rolling over his rosy 
cheeks, but the child looked at the shin- 
ing steel on his feet and answered in- 
dignantly, “I didn’t get new. skates to 
give up with; I got ’em to learn how 
with!” We must never give up plow- 
ing on. 


Wawona, CALir, 


w 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, during this quarter we 
are studying an intensely critical 
and interesting stage of Jewish history. 
It is the picture of a chastened people, 
suffering the just punishment of Al- 
mighty God, yet the God who loved 
them with an everlasting loye — which, 
of course, means that: He loves them still, 
To understand better, we must remem- 
ber that Israel was at one time the most 
powerful nation in the world, enjoyed 
the greatest riches, supported the most 
powerful’ armies, and received tribute 
from all its surrounding neighbor 
nations, The wealth and power of Is- 
rael in King David’s time was the as- 
tonishment and envy of the world. Also 
in King Solomon’s time. More than this, 
the Jews were God’s Chosen People, and 
they knew it, which in itself was a 
far greater asset than all the material 
wealth of the world. ; , 
But human nature is very treacher- 
ous. Man naturally rebels against God, 
his best friend. The Jews as a nation 
disobeyed God's clear commands, and 
disobedience is rebellion. Even their 
kings led them into idolatry and com- 
promise. They intermarried with neigh- 
boring heathen nations and deserted the 
worship. of the true God. I say “as a 
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nation,” because there was always a 
remnant of the people who were loyal 
to God and faithful to His worship. At 
no stage of Jewish history has God ever 
been without His faithful and coura- 
geous prophets who earnestly pleaded 
with their people to return to God. 

But Israel continued in rebellion and 
idolatry and God punished them by per- 
mitting their enemies to overcome them, 
to devastate their country, destroy their 
proud capital, Jerusalem, and its great 
Temple. Thousands of the Jews were 
carried away captive to Babylon by the 
conqueror, while those remaining were 
subject to an alien government, Strange 
to say, the captive Jews, being fairly 
well treated by their captors, settled 
down in a foreign land and began to 
make their living, apparently not too 
discontented with their lot; apparently 
forgetting their homeland and all their 
inheritance there as God’s Chosen Peo- 
ple. That is, most of them. 


But always there were some among 
them who never forgot, who did not 
cease to long for their beloved Jeru- 
salem and the ordinances of God’s house. 
Daniel was one of these (we will be 
thinking about him the fifth Sunday in 
next month). And God had always in 
mind to win back His wayWard children 
through that faithful remnant, 


So it was, in the years of their cap- 
tivity, while the Temple and the walls 
of Jerusalem were yet in ruins, “the Lord 
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of 
Persia, that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom... . saying 
[to the captive Jews] ... Who is there 
among you of all his people? his God 
be with him, and let him go up to Jeru- 
salem, which is in Judah, and build the 
house of the Lord God of Israel, (he is 
the God,) which is in Jerusalem” (Ezra 
1:1-3). Here is one of the marvels of 
the irresistible working of God’s Holy 
Spirit. He prompts the heart of a 
heathen king to take the initiative in 
that remarkable restoration! I am sure 
that some of those captive Israelites 
(maybe many of them) were praying 
day and night for it. We know that 
one of them, Nehemiah (whom we will 
be studying the first Sunday in May), 
poured out his heart to God in prayer, 
with tears and fasting, one of the most 
beautiful prayers recorded in the Bible 
—read it (Neh, 1:4-11), 

And this is where the Prophet Haggai 
comes in, with his brief little book of 
two chapters, yet how potent! The res- 
toration had begun and had made good 
headway; but the inevitable Adversary 
was on hand to harass the builders (and 
always there will be adversaries when 
we do God’s work), causing them to be- 
come discouraged, and to lie down on the 
job. They said, “What’s the use?” and 
began to build homes for themselves, 
and to try to be contented with a half- 
finished task. But they had stopped short 
of the blessing, and God spoke to them 
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through the stern and heroic voice of 
His prophet, Haggai. “Is it a time for 
you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, 
and this house lie waste? Now there« 
fore thus saith the Lord of hosts; Con- 
sider your ways.” Look how Haggai 
tells them in verse 6 of chapter 1, that 
life under such conditions has no joy in 
it, nor will ever have. They were plant- 
ing much, but reaping little; eating but 
not being satisfied; drinking but still 
thirsty, clothed but shivering, and when 
they drew their wages putting their 
hard earned pay into bags with holes! 
What a picture! 

Result: they went to work and finished 
the job. 


Aucusra, Ga, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


THE RETURN FROM EXILE 
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| AM ONEof the 
thousands of ref- 
ugees who must 
beg on the streets 
and the highways 
of China in order 
to live! My par- 
ents are gone—the 
big outdoors is my 
home —food is 
Whee oll bow Z 
a was 
en} told of a Christian home where 
boys and girls would be loved and 

cared for. — Just a beggar boy. 
CHILDREN in our homes can be ‘‘adopted” 
by Christian friends. Ten dollars a month 
lestall necessities of life. Picture and 
story of specific child furnished. A marvelous 

investment for eternity. 


‘THE CHINA HARVESTER magazine is 
our means of contact with interested 
friends. Send for free copy and adoption plan. 








HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 
G. A. Lundmark, President 
2811 N. Racine Ave., Dept. 15, Chicago 13, Ill. 
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THERE IS A REASON «why 


Egermeier4 IS THE FAVORITE 






EXTENSIVELY 
BY TEACHERS 


@ Endorsed by In language clear and 
leaders of ail _ plain for the child, with 
d inati charm and dignity for 
the adult, Egermeier’s 
Bible Story Book provides many -hours 
of delight and profit. For the story hour, 
the classroom, for aid to better under- 
of the Scriptures, use Eger- 
meier’s. The new revised edition contains 
234 entertaining and educational stories, 
over 200 full-page pictures, 32 in colors, 
animated maps, self-pronouncing text, a 
Sallman painting on the cover, beautiful- 
ly colored jacket. 642 pages of Bible 
treasure. Priced at only $2.95 
Write for free circular of other Egere 
meier’s books for children. 


Order from Your Religious Supply Dealer 


Di niger Dress ne tnton 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 


Sticxinc To Our PurRpPOsES 


E HAVE been studying some of the 

prophecies of Ezekiel. What proph- 
ecy of his can you remember? Today’s 
lesson begins a partial fulfillment of 
that prophecy. The complete fulfillment 
is yet to come. 

Turn to the Book of Ezra. This book 
is dated about fifty years after the proph- 
ecy in the thirty-fourth of Ezekiel, that 
the Jews would return to their own 
land, They had now been in captivity 
seventy years, and it did not look as if 
they would ever be anything else but 
captives. 

Suddenly Cyrus, the new king of Persia, 
made a strange proclamation. It was 
a very strange proclamation, considering 
that he was a heathen king. Let us read 
the first four verses of Ezra together, 

What did Cyrus say that God had told 
him to do? How was he going to set 
about it? 

We do not have time to read the whole 
story this morning. But Ezra goes on 
to tell the names of all the Israelites 
who accepted that challenge and re- 
turned to Jerusalem to rebuild the Tem- 
ple. What an honor for them to have 
their names in God’s eternal Word! 

Those who did not go gave money to 
forward the work. King Cyrus gave 
back to the Israelites the golden vessels 
that King Nebuchadnezzar had taken 
from the Temple. Ezra 2:64, 65 tells how 
many people went back to Jerusalem in 
that first contingent. 

Those faithful Jews set up an altar 
in Jerusalem so that the worship of God 
could be carried on even before the Tem- 
ple was built. 

It was a great day when the founda- 
tion of the new Temple was laid. All 
the priests were wearing their robes and 
carrying trumpets. Other Levites were 
there with cymbals, and they all sang 
together. Ezra 3:11 gives the theme of 
their song. All the people shouted with 
a great shout when the foundation was 
laid. This was the first step-toward re- 
establishing the proper worship of the 
Lord, the ancient glory of Israel. But 
amidst all the shouting and rejoicing 
there was the sound of weeping. Why 
was that? Many of the priests and Le- 
vites and older men remembered the 
magnificence of Solomon’s Temple, and 
knew that this one would be much 
poorer. There was so much shouting 
for joy and so much weeping that the 
noise was: heard a long way off. 

Then some enemies of Israel came and 
offered to help build the Temple. Per- 
haps they thought this would give them 
a stand-in with the new king who had 
ordered that the Temple be rebuilt. 
Perhaps they sought a chance to get in 
and perform acts of sabotage. In any 


case, they did not offer to help out of 
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a love for the Lord. The rest of the 
story proves that. Read the answer of 
Zerubbabel in Ezra 4:3. He knew it was 
a mistake to work with the enemies of 
the Lord, even in a good cause. See 2 
Corinthians 6: 14-18. 

When Zerubbabel refused the help of 
these men, their true character came 
out. The} hindered the building in 
every possible way. They bothered those 
who were working. They even hired 
lawyers to make legal trouble for the 
Israelites. 

Ezra 4:11-16 is the copy of a letter 
these enemies sent to the king. Let us 
read it”together. These lawyers are try- 
ing to get the king to command that the 
work cease. What do they tell him will 
happen if he lets the Israelites go on 
building the city of Jerusalem? As a 
matter of fact, the Jews were building 
the Temple, not the city. They were 
building the Temple at the command 
of the former King Cyrus. 

When the new king, Artaxerxes, read 
the letter, he did command that the Jews 
should stop work. For the time being, 
the enemies of Israel were successful. 
Armed with this letter they made the 
Israelites stop building “by force and 
power,” forgetting entirely that they 
themselves had offered to help in the 
first place. 

The Israelites were discouraged, and 
did no more work on the Temple for 
many years. Even after King Artaxerxes 
died, they’ made no attempt to go on 
building the Temple. They had settled 
down to making money and fixing up 
their own homes, v 

Read Ezra 5:1. Now we can turn to 
Haggai and read the message he gave 
the Israelites at that time (Hag. 1:3-8). 
What three words do you find twice over 
in this short passage? In verse 9 God 
tells the Israelites why they were not 
prospering. How did the Lord encour- 
age His peonrle to resume building? (vs. 
8, 13.) What was the result? (v, 14.) 

Once.again enemies tried to hinder the 
work. You see, the real enemy is the 
Devil. The men he had used before to 
make trouble were now gone, but he 
found others willing to do his evil work. 
This*time the enemies could not stop 
the building. Ezra 5:5 tells why. Since 
they could ot stop the work, they wrote 
to the new King Darius. In this letter 
they said, “The builders claim that King 
Cyrus made a decree that the Temple 
be rebuilt.” These enemies did not be- 
lieve Cyrus had ever made such a de- 
cree. They knew he had not been an 
Israelite. It was not likely that a 
heathen king would order God’s Temple 
rebuilt. But he had, because God had 
put it into the heart of Cyrus to make 
that law in fulfillment of His word. 

Picture the Jews toiling on the Tem- 
ple every day wondering if they would 


_have to stop again as soon as the king’s 


answer came back. Picture their ene- 
mies eagerly waiting for the letter which . 
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they expected would discredit the Jews, 
and give them the authority to stop the 
work. Finally the letter came. I wish 
I could have seen the face of Tatnai 
as he read it, and those of the evil men 
looking over his shoulder. The letter 
not only forbade them to hinder the 
work. It said that they must help in 
every way possible. It added that if 
anyone refused to help the Jews, his 
house was to be torn down, and the 
lumber used to make a gallows to hang 
him on! 

I am sure the enemies wished heartily 
that they had kept out of it. Now they 
had to rush around and help as much 
as possible. 

So the Israelites kept on steadily build? 
ing until the Temple was finished. Oh, 
how happy they were when it was dedi- 
cated! They kept the feast of un- 
leavened bread for seven days, “For the 
Lord had made them joyful.” 

What is our Golden Text? For a time 
the Jews did stop because of the fierce 
opposition of their enemies. But in re- 
sponse to the Prophet Haggai’s messages 
they started again, and did not stop till 
their purpose was accomplished, the re- 
building of the house of the Lord, 

Have you and I really started working 
for the Lord? If not, we must start at 
once. God has given “to every man his 
work.” 

If we have started, how are we getting 
on? There may be difficulties and op- 
position, but no matter, let us go steadily 
forward till we have accomplished what 
God has given us to do. God’s eye is 
upon us and His work must be done, 

FERNDALE, WASH, 

we 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Returning From a Far Country 
(Ezra 1:1-8) 


HERE was no radio in those days, 

but announcers gave the news to 
people as they gathered in crowds 
around the city markets. One morning 
a news flash brought a great surprise 
to the Jewish captives in Babylon. (Over 
sixty years had gone since they left 
Jerusalem. The country had passed from 
the control of Nebuchadnezzar and his 
people into the hands of Cyrus, king 
of Persia.) Listen to the announcer! 
Imagine what news it was to the Jewish 
people! “Cyrus, King of Persia, makes 
this announcement: ‘The Lord God of 
Heaven has given me all the kingdoms 
of- the earth. He has told me to build 
Him a house at Jerusalem in Judah. 
Who will go? God be with him. Let 
him go to Jerusalem, and build the house 
of the Lord God — He is the God. And 
whoever stays, let him help the man 
who goes. Let him help with silver 
and gold, and pack animals, and offer- 
ings.’ ” 
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What excitement! Go back home! 
Go back to God’s country! But some 
could not leave their homes or business. 
Some were not strong enough for the 
long, hard trip. Some did not even care 
to go. However, over 42,000 got ready 
to leave. With them were their servants, 
over 7,000 men and women. For carry- 
ing all their things were horses, mules, 
camels, and donkeys—over 8,000 ani- 
mals. (Ezra 2:64-67.) Then, too, there 
were 5,000 Temple dishes to carry back. 
For King Cyrus returned the gold and 
silver things which Nebuchadnezzar had 
taken from the Temple in Jerusalem and 
put into the house of his gods. What a 
long procession all the people and ani- 
mals made! 

Four months of travel. (Such was the 
time of the later expedition under Ezra 
—7:9.) Tired from the long trip, at 
last they reached their old home cities. 
They began to rebuild their ruined 
homes. Two months later every single 
man came back to Jerusalem. What for? 
To honor God. First they built the altar, 
and offered the sacrifices God asked in 
the Law of Moses. Cedar trees were 
ordered from Tyre and Sidon to build 
the Temple. Work was started with 
enthusiasm. But when things went hard, 
the workers became discouraged. Neigh- 
boring people tried to stop them from 
building. Soon all work on the Temple 
was left, and the men went back to try- 
ing to get rich themselves. Then their 
crops were poor, and everything went 
wrong. God told them to put Him and 
His house first, and then good success 
would come in other things. “Be strong 
... and work: for I am with you, saith 
the Lord” (Hag. 2:4, Memory Verse). 
This was the message the Prophet Haggai 
brought the people from God. Do you 
know where to find this prophet’s mes- 
sage in the Bible? 

This is an opportune time to give a 
little drill on the divisions of the Old 
Testament. 

Law.—Locate Deuteronomy 12:5, 6 to 
show why the altar was built in Jeru- 
salem but not in Babylon or any of their 
home towns. 

History.—Locate Ezra, who tells about 
Cyrus’ announcement, 1:2, 

Poetry.—Locate and read Psalm 126: 
1-4, a song for the return. 

Major Prophets.—Locate Ezekiel, and 
review his message of God as a shep- 
herd bringing his scattered sheep back 
home. 

Minor Prophets.—Locate Haggai 2:4, 
and read the entire verse. 

Is there any work our class should be 
doing in this church? If possible, enlist 
the Juniors in some effort which the 
church is stressing at the time of this 
lesson. Suggestion: missionary or relief 
activity; reaching new pupils and bring- 
ing them to Sunday school. Plan how 
every pupil in the children’s homerooms 
at school may be contacted by some boy 
or girl to find his church connections. 
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eager to give to spread God's 
Word but who must assure 
themselves of a safe lifelong 
income. 


In our interesting new booklet, “A 
Truly Christian Investment” you. will find 
a unique plan of service to others and of 
assistance to yourself. : 

Here you will read how the New York 
Bible Society has given 138 years to Chris- 
tian service, and now distributes nearly 
800,000 copies of the Scriptures each year 
—to immigrants, sailors, poor in slums, for- 
lorn in prisons, sick in hospitals, lonely in 
hotels, and in raised type to the needy blind. 

Place your funds in Annuity Agreements 
of the New York Bible Society. It is a 
“truly Christian investment” that will give 
you a lifelong income. 

NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 
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By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D.,Se.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
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Then strive to bring every one without 
present connections into Sunday school. 
We might read our verse: Yet now be 
strong, Mr. (minister’s name), 
saith the Lord; and be strong Miss 
(teacher’s name); and be strong all ye 
members of the Junior class, saith the 
Lord, and work: for I am with you, saith 
the Lord, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


A Happy Home Coming 
(Ezra 1:1-5) 


UR lesson today is in Ezra, and a 

very good picture to put on the 
red strip would be a small one of the 
Temple. 

This is a happy lesson today, for after 
years of being slaves in a strange land, 
the people of Israel are going home, 
some of them, to build again the Tem- 
ple, in Jerusalem. This came about in 
a wonderful way. God stirred up the 
king of Persia, where they were cap- 
tives, to let all who would, go to Jeru- 
salem, and build the Temple for him, 
for he said, “The Lord God of heaven 
hath given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth; and he hath charged me to build 
him an house at Jerusalem.” 

And Cyrus commanded all the peo- 
ple to give the people who were going 
away gifts of silver and gold, and goods, 
and animals, besides a freewill offering 
for building the house. Talk about a 
going-away “shower,” that really was 
one ! 

How many people do you suppose 
wanted to go? When they had all the 
names down, and were ready to go, 
there were 42,360, besides 7,337 servants. 
They took a chorus of 200 singing men 
and women. Don’t you think they sang 
as they traveled along the road? Oh, 
I’m sure they did, for their hearts were 
full of joy. They were going home, after 
being away so long. 

Another thing that made them happy 
was that Cyrus had given them the ves- 
sels of gold and silver that Nebuchad- 
nezzar took away from the Temple when 
he, took the people captive. Cyrus gave 
them all. back to them, and how many 
do you think there were? Fifty-four 
hundred! So they were taking them 
back to Jerusalem, 

But they were going back to a city 
that» had been almost destroyed, like 
many cities in Europe today. Of course 
they did not have bombs or atom bombs, 
but they made a pretty good job of 
battering down and burning cities even 
then. So there would be a 1é6t of clean- 
ing up of rubble, and clearing streets, 
and even clearing the place where the 
Temple would be. . It would be a heart- 
breaking job for some of them. 

Did you ever have your house burn 
down? Some of you have. I have seén 
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those who have had, and how they raked 
over the,ashes to see if they could find 
something left of their treasures! Then 
think of a city where most of the houses 
are down, and:how their owners would 
come back and search over the ruins. 
And how sad they would be when they 
could find nothing, and all they had left 
was a memory of the old home, 

But the Israelites were well provided 
for, because of the good will of Cyrus, 
the king. They had plenty of food and 
much goods for rebuilding. They were 
so much better off than thousands of 
people are today whose homes were de- 
stroyed in the war. Thousands of little 
children are hungry; many have starved 
é° death. They are cold, and have no 
clothing; they are sick, and have no doc- 
tor or hospital. Doesn’t it‘ make your 
heart ache when you hear of them? And 


every one of us should give something 


in some way for these people, because 
we should be so grateful to God for our 
food and clothing. Perhaps your church 
or Sunday school is sending boxes of 
goods — be sure to put in your gift. 

And there is something else you should 
think about. I wonder if you ever grum- 
ble about what you have to eat. Do you 
ever look at the food, and say, “I don’t 
like potatoes that way,” or, “I never like 
steak; I don’t see why we can’t have 
frankfurters every day”? Do you ever 
fuss because Mother says you must drink 
ypur milk? Do you ever say you can’t 
eat your vegetables? Well, if you’re a 
fusser, just think about the children who 
would fight over a crust of bread, who 
would eat out of your garbage can, and 
think it was good food. Don’t ever let 
me hear of your grumbling about your 
food again! And that goes for grown- 
ups, too. Let’s sing the doxology! 

FELtTon, CALIF. 

we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a =. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 


‘ 


months clit advance of the lesson, and should 
not be cli from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
on the pees lesson text. Because of .~ 
frere resent Mw gw 5 shortage, readers are asked to 
imit ta: 


submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Many Starters—Few Finishers.—No 
man, having put his hand to the plough, 
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom 
of God (Luke 9:62, Golden Text). A 
missionary sat with the minister of the 
only church in a small town and watched 
the passers-by from the seclusion of the 
parsonage veranda. Said the minister: 
“That man made a great start a year 
ago. That young man came out in the 
meetings last fall. That little girl started 
when the evangelist was here in the 
spring.” The missionary had seen none 
of the dozen or so persons of whom the 
minister spoke in church or Sunday 
school. At last/ he said, “You have in- 
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deed a great number of starters here, 
but are none of them planning to fin- 
ish?” Let us not only start the temples 
of our Christian lives, but let us finish 
them.—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 
Prize illustration. 


Willing To Wait.—He hath charged me 
(Ezra 1:2). A rare spirit of acquies- 
cence in the divine will was recently 
displayed by a poor woman in Atlanta, 
Ga. She was supported entirely by 
charity. She had scarcely any educa- 
tion, but had learned’ a lesson many 
highly cultured people have failed to 
learn. Having endured great bodily af- 
fliction for many years, her disease 
reached its last stage, and she lay ap- 
parently at the point of death for four 
or five weeks. Every day, and almost 
every hour, was thought to be her last, 
but to the astonishment of all she con- 
tinued to breathe. Her sufferings were 
very severe, and, knowing her to be 
ready for the great change, her friends 
were almost hoping for the moment of 
release. One of them said to her, “Well, 
M——, are you ready tc go?” “Yes,” she 
said, “ready to go, but willing to wait!” 
—From Moody Monthly. Sent by Hazel 
Thomson, Chicago. 


A Malady Worth Catching—Who is 
there among you of all his people? ..., 
let him go up to Jerusalem (Ezra 1:3). 
A clergyman sat thoughtfully at a lunch- 
eon one afternoon as he listened to a 
crusader fervently plead for his cause. 
A visitor turned to the minister and 
commented, “Magnificently mad, isn’t 
he?” “Yes,” agreed the minister, “and 
how I wish he would bite you and me!” 
—Form Sunday Magazine. Sent by Har- 
old Shelly, Quakertown, Pa. 


“The Hens Did It.”—Freewill-offering 
(Ezra 1:4). Sra. Juana Venegas is a 
real “character,” and has frequently ap- 
peared in the pages of this “letter to the 
Homeland.” The other day she placed 
500 pesos in the hands of the church offi- 
cials to be used for the building fund. 
She said: “The hens did it! I can’t get 
this tithing business through my head, 
but there were my hens laying eggs on 
the Lord’s Day! Somehow it didn’t 
seem right to use the eggs laid on His 
day for ordinary purposes, and so for 
several months I have been setting those 
particular eggs apart and have sold them 
separately, and—well, here’s’ the 
money !”"—From a bulletin of the Sol- 
diers and Gospel Mission. Sent by How- 
ard M. Green, Laconia, N. H. 


Why Not His House?—Is it time for 
you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, 
and this house lie waste? (Hag. 1:4.) 
My small niece, five years old, was vis- 
iting me for the first time. ,On Sunday 
she and I attended church. We went 
to a church where I had never been 
before. It needed repairing badly; the 
plaster was off the walls in places. When 
wé came out, to my surprise, my little 
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niece, said to me: “Auntie, if God lives 
in that house—and you said it’s His 
house—why don’t those people fix it 
up nice for Him? We like our house 
to look nice; and God likes His house 
to look nice, doesn’t He?”—Personal ex- 
perience. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, West 
Hill, Ont., Can, 


An Old Chinese Little Church.—Build 
the house; and I will take pleasure in it 
(Hag. 1:8). We have a new outstation, 
where during the past weeks the Chris- 
tians have built their own church build- 
ing of bamboo, straw, and mud. Speaking 
of church buildings, let us tell you of 
the smallest one ever! Away over, ten 
days northeast of here, where the Lidi 
tribe is scattered, is an old Lidi Chris- 
tian. He was one of the first to believe, 
and is among the very few that have 
remained steadfast. We visited his house 
when over in that district last autumn. 
He lives out in a lonely hut in his corn- 
fields. He will not live in the village 
near by because it is not Christian. We 
had a most interesting meal of pork, 
chicken, and rice, all interspersed with 
conversation in Chinese, Liti, and Lisu, 
for Moses, the Lisu teacher, was with us. 
After the meal he said, “Teachers, do 
come into the church.” We were rather 
dull as to his meaning, but followed him 
out of the house and through some tall 
grass to a wee clearing, and there was 
the smallest church we have ever seen! 
It was about four feet high, into which 
we had to crawl, and inside was one 
small stool — that was all! The old man 
turned to us with a shining face, and 
said: “I had to do it; my heart wasn’t 
at peace till I built this little house, 
where every evening and every morn- 
ing I come and talk to Him. Now, 
Teacher, you talk to Him.” We could 
scarcely pray for the lump in our throat, 
Such simplicity the Lord must love !— 
From China’s Millions. Set by Howard 
M. Green, Laconia, N, H. 


A Layman’s Ten-Minute Message.— 
Then spake Haggai ... the Lord’s mes- 
sage unto the people (Hag. 1:13), One 
snowy day a layman stood in a pulpit 
to preach an improvised sermon because 
the pastor had been “snowed in.” There 
were only a few people present, and the 
sermon was only ten minutes long be- 
cause the layman could think of nothing 
more to say. But his text was, “Look 
unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends 
of the earth,” and down in the rear of 
the church, under the balcony, sat a 
youth who had slipped in because he 
could not travel farther through the 
snow. The lad was Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon, and in those ten minutes he 
passed from darkness into light.—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Hazel Thom- 
son, Chicago. 

we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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FEED THE 
. HUNGRY 


During my recent visit to 
Europe as General Secretaty of 
THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
MISSIONARY AND RELIEF 
SOCIETY, INC., I looked into 
the faces of weary and hun 
people in desperate need of f 
clothing, shelter, and the barest 
essentials of life. 


And yet their pathetic hunger 
for the Word of God, the spiritual 
starvation of a people who sit in 
darkness and despair, this is what 
grips and burdens the hearts of 
Christians. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
MISSIONARY AND RELIEF 
SOCIETY, INC., is l'aborin 
among the disinherited, uproot 
and displaced Jewish remnant in 
Europe, as well as in every part 
of the world. Thousands of par- 
cels of food and clothing are sent 
to the needy to alleviate their 
distress. 


Our missionaries and represent- 
ativesin Poland, Germany, France, 
Belgium, England, North Africa, 
Palestine, and the United States 
witness to them concerning Christ, 
bringing faith and new hope and 
comfort into many a darkened 
and tragic life. 


$10.00 will supply a family of 
four with essential food to keep 
them from starving for one week. 


$50.00 will make possible a 
Christian testimony among these 
people for a month. 


Wiil you help them in the hour 
of their great affliction for His 
sake? 


The Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 
728-S Witherspoon Building 


Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Joseph M. Steele, President 
Dr. Joseph T. Britan, Treasurer 
Rev. Victer Buksbazen, B.D., General Secretary 
Treasurer for Canada: 
REV. P. 8S. DOBSON, M.A., D.D. 
Principal, Alma College, St. Thomas, 
Ontario, Canada 


Our quarterly bulletin, “Israel My Glory,” sent to all 
contributors and also on request. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


THE GIFT THAT BRINGS A GENEROUS RETURN igs Teva ane 
‘ 2. Isaiah, about two hundred years before 


‘ (Isa. 44:28 to 45:4). 
5 


3. Zerubbabel, a prince, and Jeshua 
(Joshua), a priest. 

4. Perhaps Zerubbabel showed him the re- 
markable prophecy carrying his name, and 
he accepted it as.a charge from God. God 
still uses His Word to stir hearts. 


5. The oppositicn of the Adversary is stir- 
red up. Read all of Ezra and Nehemiah for 
examples of the work of Satan. 

6. Not because God is weaker than His 
foes, but because God's servants “cave in” 
and yield to pressure (Ezra 4:23, 24). 

7. He raises ur others to challenge the 
failure, and provides abundant help for those 
who will trust Him (Ezra 5:1, 2). 

8. Frustration (Hag. 1:5, 6). 


9. When we begin putting God first (Hag. 
2:18, 19). 
4 


ry 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, April 18 
3. Churches CAN Co-operate 
(John 17:20-23; Gal. 3:26-29) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
; used by permission. 
1 : E HAVE seen something in the two 


preceding prayer meetings of the 
In mapping out your financial program for the future, it’s good common heritage of Christian churches, 


business to give Moody Annuities an important part in'your planning. and we have also seen that nearly all 
Punds placed in Moody Annuities assure you of generous and regular evangelical denominations were formed 
returns, beginning at once and continuing throughout your lifetime. im protest to some failure of a then- 
For more than 4] years, every one of the thousands of Moody annuit- eee So tusieehe aati eens -, 
f ants has received his annuity check in full and on time. Ser tha punptie. of e-tulinnieiiinr tacks 
4 But above and beyond the financial return, a Moody Annuity is reat truth of God’s Word. We saw also 
“good business” for the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Through Moody _ that while divisions and bickerings over 

Bible Institute, your annuity dollars will be invested in training Chris- "0nessentials were harmful and weak- 


ae. ; . ening to a church, nevertheless protests 
tian young people for lives of fruitful service for the Master. end withdrenele. whet. ettadenel ‘ur 





But does the fact that there are divi- 
sions and denominational differences in 
the church at large mean that churches 


4 Learn how Moody Annuities can meet your financial needs and ___ the fact that the parent church had aban- 
give you a satisfying share in reaching the lost through the many doned or compromised on the funda- 
iA soul-winning ministries of Moody Bible Institute. You'll find full in- eS of — weg — Bg we 
| formation ‘in the interesting booklet, DousLe Divipenps, including rates . ay a ES PR Fey weak- 
‘| of return. Mail the coupon for your free copy today! . - 
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a] can never co-operate? Not atall. There 
5 MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE S 1254 ; are spheres of co-operation in which 
153 INSTITUTE PLACE, CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS H many churches can safely join together 
} PLEASE SEND ME THE BOOKLET DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, } “ for united action, but careful discetn- 
j WITH FULL DETAILS ON THIS DOUBLE-VALUE FINAN- Moody ment must be exercised, for there are 
‘is CIAL PLAN. ' fares ir. ee ste us tere os 
. 1 ° fe e field of co-operation is well-nig 
v" ; NAME. 1 Gnnutlies universal. ‘ ~ 
i 1 
| ADDRESS. : Mean More” In matters of community betterment i 
AY 4 ! and welfare, and the maintenance of 
re CITY ZONE STATE : civic righteousness, it is often possible 
) oO I AM UNDER 20. SEND ME BOOKLET A. ! for the churches of various Protestant 
> hae ne rn ne 4 denominations to co-dperate with each 
ie : other, and even with Roman Catholits, 
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Unitarians, and - Jews, - It is often pos- 
sible for them to join together in a com- 
_mon fight against an evil such as law- 
lessness or gambling that has laid hold 
of a community, or in joint effort to 
house and feed the victims of a dis- 
aster. We see a common example of 
co-operation between all denominations 
in the support given to the American 
Red Cross and to the infantile paralysis 
and heart disease’ campaigns. 


4g 

Certainly churches of widely differing 
faiths may stand together when consti- 
tutional rights are in danger, such as 
freedom of speech: An example of such 
cooperation in some regions has been 
seen in united action against an effort 
to deny certain religious groups the 
privilege of buying time for radio broad- 
casts. 

ye 

However, in the fields of worship and 
Christian testimony and evangelism 
there is an acid test that must be used 
if individual churches. or denominations 
are to avoid co-operation that will be 
weakening or even fatal. The first 
Scripture portion assigned for this week 
(John 17: 20-23) is taken from the prayer 
uttered by the Lord Jesus on the night 
before He was crucified. Notice who 
are included in the prayer. It is not a 
universal prayer, for the Lord distinctly 
says*“I pray not for the world, but for 
them which thou hast given me; for they 
are thine” (v. 9). But He does include 
all who down through the ages shall 
believe on Him through the “word,” or 
testimony, of this little group of disci- 
ples (v. 20). The difference between 
these and the world at large is that of 
Belief on the Lord Jesus Christ. Only 
those who so believe can be one, and 
only in such ones can the Lord Jesus and 
the Father dwell (v. 23). 

In the second Scripture portion, found 
in Galatians 3, emphasis again is laid 
upon the fact that all believers are the 
children of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ, having been baptized into Christ. 
This is the only ground on which they 
can be one in Christ Jesus. 


ye 

How foolish it is then to suppose that 
born-again beiievers in the Lord Jesus 
Christ can find any common ground of 
worship with those who deny His deity 
or who rob Him of His rightful place 
and prerogatives as the unique Saviour 
of the world by appealing to the Virgin 
Mary, or to saints. An example of such 
pitiful lack of discernment was seen not 
long’ago in a gathering when outstand- 
ing leaders of the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America sat on 
the same platform and joined in a so- 
called worship service which included 
prayers to ‘the saints and to the Virgin 
Mary. 

b 

It behooves us, in our young people’s 

activities, to examine carefully our own 
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stand and the stand of other young peo- 
ple’s groups who would invite us to 
co-operate with them in matters of wor- 
ship, of Christian testimony, and evange- 
lism. How can we join with others in 
efforts to win young people for Christ 
when the Christ of those with whom 
we co-operate is not the Christ of the 
Bible? How can we co-operate in any 
true worship with those who deny the 
very One we love and serve? How can 
we unite in Bible study and Christian 
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If there were more true abiding in 
Christ, there would be less selfish abid- 
ing at home.—Hudson Taylor. 
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AN EVANGELIST FOR YOUR CHURCH 
| CAN BE SUPPLIED BY 
FULLER EVANGELISTIC FOUNDATION 


14 evangelists in the field now 180 campaigns conducted in 1947 
3014 conversions reported 


Demands increasing for Fuller Foundation evangelists. Write 


Evangelistic Department 


Fuller Evangelistic Foundation Box 989, Pasadena 20, California 
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The 1] ‘ymnal for your Church 


Hymns of the Christian Life 


A large dynamic hymnal. 
Used in many of America’s 
_ great churches. 


504 songs. 
Responsive readings. 
Complete indexes, 
Round notes. Cloth edition only. 


$1.25 each, postpaid; $110.00 a 100, carriage extra. 





Song Books tor Special Occasions 


Bible Conferences, Missionary Conventions, Evangelistic Cam- 
paigns, Youth for Christ Rallies. 
Palms of Victory 


" Reinforced manila binding. Covers in two colors. 138 songs. 
$22.50 a 100. Single copy, 25c. 


The New Crusade Songs 


107 numbers. Reinforced manila binding. $17.50 a 100. 
Single copy, 20c. 


At your religious book store. 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
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PRN PIES 


it would be apparent that the appeal to 
post-mortem rewards and punishments is 
distinctly out of date. 

“Such beliefs have lost their appeal 


Girls’ Problems of Today 
(Continued from page 303) 


believer, for you cannot ask the Lord’s 
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A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools 
By Philip E. Howard 


, Thousands of copies of this 72- book- 
let, attractively bound with blue paper 
cover, have been placed in the hands of 
busy Sunday school teachers and Christian 
workers. Ten chapters of instruction and 
inspirational reading await you. 

In spite of higher costs this book may be had 
for only 25 cents, postage paid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
325 N. 13th Street Philadelphia 5 
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The tide of religious awakening is stimulating a 
new demand for religious products. You ¢ a 
Christian service by offering the “Sunshine Line” 

g cards—America’s leading religious line. 


Everyday Aiisoriment 
BOX No. 57 
iS A WINNER! 

Your friends and neighbors will be enthusiastic 
about these beautiful cards. Profitable sales are quickly 
and easily made. Make extra profits selling Bibles, 
Egermeier’s Bible Story Books, Sallman prints, mot- 
toes and plaques. 
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In History and Destiny 

By Dr. Hyman J. Appelman 
with 1-year new subscription to the 
INTERNATIONAL EVANGELIST 


These vital ‘“‘end days’’ call for soul- 
searching which is stimulated by world- 
wide coverage of evangelistic thought in 
every issue. WRITE TODAY, enclose 
$1 for 1 year (12 issues). 
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blessing on an act of disobedience. 

I felt led to write the foregoing, be- 
cause so often these high school attach- 
ments do lead to marriage. 

In answer to your second question, I 
would say that the only way to stop the 
linking together of your name and his 
by all the interested observers you men- 
tion is to stop going together continually. 

You ask what I think of going together 
steadily, and I am bound to answer that 
I don’t think it the wisest thing, as a 
rule, until you are older. Your views on 
life will change, and the one you fan- 
cied in your teens may not be the one 
you would choose in your twenties, 

You have done well to refuse kisses 
and other familiarities, dear girl, and I 
admire you for it, also for refusing to 
“neck,” as you say. Things like holding 
hands and kissing good night are un- 
wise, for they lead to dangerous things, 
which often mean sorrow. If you hold 
yourself cheap, it will take from you 
that sweet modesty that is a young 
woman’s greatest charm. And I think 
you are right that the memory of past 
familiarities would mar your future hap- 
piness when you have made the great 
decision and stood at the altar exchang- 
ing vows ‘with the life partner of your 
dreams. 

The right kind of boy — the pure, clean 
Christjan boy — will think more instead 
of less of a girl who would not cheapen 
herself with exchanging kisses and car- 
esses as is done so much today by the 
ungodly. 

I shall be glad to hear from you again, 
and shall mention your name before the 
throne of grace, for guidance and bless- 
ing. 

we 


The Harvard Lectures on 
Immortality 


(Continued from second page) 


resurrection is indissolubly bound up 
with the coming. Hence he cannot ap- 
propriate for himself the great resur- 
rection chapter in which Paul teaches 
these coming events. Hence he has 
nowhere to turn save to Concord, Mass. 
(Emerson.) 

Shailer Mathews, one-time president 
of the Federal Council, delivered his 
Ingersoll Lecture under the title of “Im- 
mortality and the Cosmic Process.;’ 
“There are those,” he says, “who hav 
come to see the difficulties involved in 
this belief and have either abandoned it 
or even more commonly grown indiffer- 
ent to it. Indeed this latter attitude 
seems to be spreading. If one were to 
compare the sermons preached in Prot- 
estant churches threegenerations ago 
with those preached at the present time, 


with many thoughtful people. With them 
the post-mortem life has no direct bear- 
ing upon conduct. When men grow un- 
certain as to the possibility of individual 
survival after death, they are not sure 
that they want it. At the most they feel 
that they would be surprised to find that 
they had been annihilated.” 

Dean Mathews was a trifler of Vol- 
tairean pattern, and this purposely mean- 
ingless last sentence appears to be an 
illustration of his intellectual manner- 
isms. Thus he sums up his opinion (p. 
47), “We shall never be more truly ifn- 
mortal than we are at the present hour.” 
Though without any anticipation of 
future life, this head of the Chicago 
Divinity School explains in stilted terms 
how to attain it: “By making our social 
relationships more personal and by con- 
trolling our physical urges in the inter- 
ests of those ends which are super-ani- 
mal and timeless, we come into harmony 
with the~eternal personality-producing 
activities of the cosmos and so share 
in the creative urge.” 

Which is almost an apish caricature of 
the closing words of Paul’s resurrection 
chapter: 

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
as ye know that your labour is not in 
vain in the Lord.” 

Our last quotations are from Dr. J. S. 
Bixler, who, at the time he wrote his 
essay, was teacher of the Bible in Smith 
College. Paul based his hope of immor- 
tality on the resurrection of Christ. “If 
Christ be not risen, .. . your faith is 
also vain.” 

Walt Whitman and Emerson are sub- 
stituted for Christ in Bixler’s paper: 
“We must learn with Whitman to culti- 
vate a mood where knowledge blends 
with contemplation and in which we can 
look up with perfect confidence and 
peace to the stars.” 

On what must we depend for this con- 
fidence? “It is upon the human’ soul 
with its capacity for aesthetic and mys- 
tical detachment . . . that man’s theories 
of life must be built. It is by the light 
of the soul that man must go forward 
to wrest a meaning from the ultimate 
mystery and to solve the final riddle of 
his origin and his fate.” 

Very fine! But the soul cries out: 
“OQ wretched man that I am! who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death?” 
This is a very different note from Presi- 
dent Bixler of Colby’s “confidence of the 
race in its own integrity.” President 
Bixler trusts in man for self-redemption. 
He quotes Emerson, “I am made immor- 
tal by apprehending my possession of 
incorruptible goods.” What, pray, are 
these possessions? 

Nothing in my’ hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling. 
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Of New Testament teaching on eter- 
nal life President Bixler will have noth- 
ing. “It is a problem which will not be 
solved by dogmatism” (that is, by 
Christ’s words, “I am the resurrection, 
and the life” and “The hour is coming 
in the which all that are in the graves 
shall hear his voice and come forth.”) 

To such unbelievers do those who ask 
for support for “Christian education” 
turn over our institutions. 

“Hath not God made foolish the wis- 
dom of this world?” asks the apostle, 
He surely has. And how? By leaving 
them to their own imaginations and rea- 
sonings and philosophizings. This the 
Ingersoll Lectures prove to the hilt. 
They have forsaken the fountains of liv- 
ing waters and hewn themselves out 
broken cisterns that can hold no water, 
least of all water of life. 


Reprints of “Crime and the 
Sunday School” 
by J. Edgar Hoover 


IMES readers in forty-eight states 
have now ordered more than 110,000 
copies of the reprint of “Crime and the 
Sunday School,” by John Edgar Hoover, 
director of the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation (S. S. Tomes, Feb, 7, 1948). 
The reprints are made on a single 
sheet of good paper printed on two 
sides, with space on the back for local 
notations by any church or Sunday 
school. Mr. Hoover’s picture appears 
on the front. The reprints may be had 
at 3 cents each, 25 cents a dozen, $1.50 a 
hundred, $6 for 500, or $10 per thousand 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 


ve 


Children’s Day in Your 
Sunday School 


<4 OD —and All Things,” is the title 
of a new Children’s Day Service 
that has been prepared by Mary Brain- 
erd Smith. It will not appear in the 
pages of THe Sunpay Scuoo. Times, but 
is available in separate leaflet form for 
convenient use in the Sunday school. 
Like similar services of this nature, 
this new Children’s Day Service is made 
up of ‘responsive readings from the 
Scriptures, original verse recitations for 
ehildren from the various departments 
of the Sunday school, and hymns which 
may be sung to familiar hymn tunes. 
June 13 will be the day on which 
many schools will observe Children’s 
Day this year, and it is not too soon to 
be thinking about and planning for your 
school. Copies of this 1948 Children’s 
Day Service may be had, in leaflet form, 
for 25 cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred. 
Just address The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 
stating how many copies you desire, 
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Children at Home 
The Second Mile 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


QHERE was no one in the Indian vil- 
lage more respected than Kazi, a 


‘ farm laborer, and his young son Dar- 


sappa. 

It was after Darsappa had been sent 
to a mission school that his father be- 
came deeply interested in the Gospel. 

He one day said to a traveling Chris- 
tian preacher who visited the village: 

“Truly, I believe these good words you 
proclaim, but I think that we ought first 
to show that we are real believers, will- 
ing even to suffer, if necessary, for our 
Christian faith.” 

Kazi tried to influence his neighbors 
in every way he could to turn to the 
Lord, but the village folk feared the 
Goddess of Cholera, whom they all wor- 
shiped, and begged Kazi not to have any- 
thing to do with this “foreign religion.” 

Some wild fellows of the younger set, 
always keen on a fight of any sort, 
aroused the village in violent antag- 
onism toward any of the poor people 
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the other for blackboard. A 
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finest scenery sets to select from. Boards $4.50, 
easels $3.95. This complete portable unit in 
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Free literature available. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 450 Park Ave., N. Y. 22, N. Y. 


0) Please send me, without obligation, your booklet 88-86 entitled 
“A Gift That Lives.” 





1. Protection in Old Age 3. A Steady Income 
2. Freedom from Worry 4. Permanent Satisfaction 


in the check that comes regularly to you as a holder of an 
Annuity Agreement of the American Bible Society. 

Such checks have been issued regularly for over 100 years 
as helping to bring security and satisfaction in spite of 
disturbing and perplexing world conditions. 

In addition there’s the fine satisfaction of taking part in 
the significant work of making the Bible more and more 
widely available 
throughout the world. 

The booklet, “A Gift 
That Lives,” explains 
the plan, tells you how 
you may avail yourself 
of its two-fold advan- 
tages, and explains 
how it entitles you to 
certain tax exemptions, 
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BIBLES + TESTAMENTS 


Bible Dictionaries Concordances 
Bible Story Books 
Christian Fiction and Daily Devotional Books 
Greeting Cards for all occasions 
With and without Scripture 
assortments and in bulk 
Sallman’s Masterpieces Plaques, all sizes 
All Christian literature at Jess than publishers’ prices. 
Special prices to agents. 
GOODWILL"MISSION 
28-44 Eagles Street Newark 2, N. J. 
Your purchases will assist us in our Gospel ministry. Write 
for litereture. Evangelical-- Fundamental, Founded and 
incorporated in 1896, 
Get Acquainted Offer! 
READERS’ TEXT BIBLE: Clear, self-pronouncing Divinity 
Cireuit, 5 1-2 x 7 3-4 x 7-8 inches. Black Wortex Binding 


$1 postpaid 
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courses for each— Beginner, Primary, 
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and new certificate. Plan now for a 
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who listened to Kazi. They beat the 
children, frightened the ignorant women 
with all sorts of disasters, and soon per- 
suaded the richer farmers not to em- 
ploy anyone who was a “Jesus wor- 
shiper.” 

This meant starvation for the small 
group of followers whom Kazi and his 
son had patiently sought to teach. With- 
out work the people were in great néed, 
and though Kazi shared all he had with 
them, begging them to remain true, they 
soon were obliged to go into the woods 
to dig up roots for food. 

Things went on like this for some 
time, and then one evening, when the 
little band were going out together to 
the forest, they were set upon by the 
youths and others, who beat them 
severely. Kazi and Darsappa were sin- 
gled out for especially cruel treatment, 
and they all suffered much at the hands 
of their persecutors. 

However, the patience, bravery, and 
even quiet acceptance of suffering, with- 
out any resentment, made the men de- 
termined to try some other method, 

“TheSe Jesus believers have a spirit- 
of-iron,” they said. “We must break 
their will at all costs.” So they got to- 
gether a rich and plentiful meal of all 
the things Indian people like best to eat. 
They spread it all out on the ground in 
front of the Christians’ homes; and Kazi 
and his family had a special feast pre- 
pared and placed at their door. 

“Worship the Goddess with us in our 
village temple and you can eat as much 
a$ ever you like. It is a free feast for 
you all, and will nourish your spirits 
and bodies.” ‘ 

Tantalized by the appetizing smell of 
the rich food, and goaded by the hunger 
and wails of the younger children, one 
or two gave in and ate; but the others 
absolutely refused to touch the food or 
allow their hungry families to do so. 

Kazi, his wife, and children stood firm, 
and Darsappa was strongest in helping 
his little brother, sister, and others to 
resist. “It is devils’ food,” he whispered. 
“Do not touch it. God our Father in 
Heaven will provide us with His own 
good food when He sees best. He has 
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bidder# us ask Him for it every day; I 
know He will not disappoint us.” 

Nevertheless, the hard struggle con- 
tinued, and the trial grew greater all the 
time. 

The Christian preacher arrived one 
day, and did his best to try to persuade 
the employers to give Kazi and his small 
group some work, but all in vain. It 
only resulted in the converts being 
beaten and tortured the more, 

Then Darsappea said to his father, “We 
must try to build a little worship hall 
for God. Though we are so weak we 
would feel better having something to 
do, especially when it is a labor of love.” 

On a small plot of ground beside Kazi’s 
house they set to work to clear the place 
and dig for foundations. The women and 
girle prepared mud for the walls; the 
men, led by Kazi and his son, brought 
palm trees from the woods and set them 
up as corner posts. Everyone had a 
share, for the children plaited palm 
leaves for thatch and, helped by Dar- 
sappa, they felt it was some new game 
and threw their whole hearts into it. 
He said to them all: 

“We must all do our best because it 
is for a little house where we can meet 
and worship the Lord Jesus. Every leaf 
must be plaited: with great care, for His 
eyes are fixed upon us. He will see and 
be grieved if anyone does slack or care- 
less work. I know none of us feels very 
good—we are hungry and weary — but 
our Heavenly Father knows that and will 
strengthen us, His children.” 

Indeed it was the children’s enthu- 
siasm, kept at high pitch by: Darsappa, 
that helped the others not to become 
discouraged. 

But one morning, just as the little 
house, built with such labor, was nearly 
complete, the Christians rose to find it 
burned to. the ground. 

“Ah,” said the young men who had 
done it, “this will be the end”; and so 
they taunted them: “Our Goddess has 
triumphed. She has defeated you, and 
there will never be a Jesus church in 
this village.” 

The iittle group was crushed by the 
bitter disappointment, but Darsappa was 
undaunted. Although his mother and 
little sister had sickened and died, he 
stood firm in faith and courage. 

“My father,” he said, “let us go to the 
farmers and offer to work for them for 
no wages at all. I know we-are all 
weak with hunger, but I hear they. can. 
not get enough help for their unusually 
great. harvest of rice, and it is better 
for us to be working than grieving over 
our troubles; that will only make our 
burdens heavier.” 

So Kazi, Darsappa, and some of the 
others agreed, and, to the astonishment 
ef their former employers, offered to 
work for nothing. “We ask for no wages; 
we just want to be occupied. You-need 
help; and we can do a certain amount 
of work, although we have not strength 
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enough to do as much as we formerly 
did in the fields. If you will try us out, 
we promise to do our best for you.” 

The farmers allowéd them to do so, for 
they were in great need of help, and they 
soon found that the offer was not mere 
words. hs 

“These people, despite their state of 
hunger and need, are sincere in trying 
to work as well as they can. We have 
never seen such an action before. Let 
us cease persecuting them, and learn in- 
stead of their new religion which has 
so changed their lives and transformed 
their spirit in such a strange way! We 
are not beasts of the forest; let us act 
toward these people as men.” 

So persecution stopped, the little church 
was rebuilt, a preacher secured, and to- 
day a small village community of true 
believers is there. 


Worrtninc, Sussex, Enc. 
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With the New Books 
The Latest Edition of a 


Famous Commentary 


Matthew Henry’s Commentary on 

the Whole Bible (October, 1947, edi- 

tion). (Fleming H, Revell Co., New 
York 10; 6 volumes, $22.50.) 


6¢TS°VERY minister ought to read Mat- 

; thew Henry entirely,” wrote Spur- 
geon. “He will acquire a vast store 
of sermons, and as for thoughts, they 
will swarm around him like twittering 
swallows.” 


One of Matthew Henry’s biographers, 
J. B. Williams, wrote: “The apostolic 
Whitefield, whose labors and virtues 
inspired even the pen of Cowper, was 

sined, as a Christian and a preacher, 
by Mr. Henry’s Commentary. . . . He 
literally studied it on his knees; read it 
through four times; and to the close of 
life spoke of its author with profound 
veneration: ever calling him — the great 
Mr. Henry.” 


Five times in the last eighteen years 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times has com- 
mended this great Commentary to its 
readers, But it is well’ worthy of men- 
tion from time to time, and many readers 
will be interested to know that the 
Fleming H. Revell Company published 
in October, 1947, a new, six-volume edi- 
tion, using the same plates, which now 
includes for the first time “Memoirs of 
Matthew Henry as Written by a Con- 
temporary, S. Palmer,” covering four- 
teen pages. It contains the complete 
text of the King James Version of the 
Bible, interspersed with the comments, 
and the pages are printed in two 
columns with quite readable type. At 
the beginning of each book and chapter 
is a summary of the contents. As each 
chapter is taken up, a portion of the 
Scripture text is given in full, then fol- 
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low the comments in numbered para- 
graphs, with subdivisions. 

Matthew Henry’s treatment of the text 
is not primarily critical, but rather de- 
votional and instructive, and, following 
a well-knéwn expository principle, he 
states, explains, and applies. His lan- 
guage is quaint, but clear and logical, 
and in every passage of Scripture he 
finds lessons for daily living. No mat- 
ter what passage he was discussing, he 
seemed to have the whole of Scripture 
in mind, and when one has read his ex- 
position of any portion, he feels that the 
study has been complete and satisfying. 

This Commentary is one of the most 
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Evangelist, Youth Leader and. 
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THRILLING REPORTS, LIVING TESTIMONIES 


Packed with inspiration, encouragement and Christian 
adventure for the entire family, “True to Christ”’. 
Each month thrilling reports of Evangelist Lewis’ 
travels in all parts of nation and world —many photo- 
graphs. Also, sermons, Bible outlines, mission activi- 
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Decide now to give your boys and girls 
the kind of Sunday School papers that will 
build them up in the faith. 


Prepare them for present-day living. . .and 
for leadership tomorrow ... by offering 
RIGHT READING—reading that empha- 
sizes personal witnessing and an out-and-out 
testimony for Christ. 


Power and My Counsellor are carefully de- 
signed to meet the needs of the evangelical 
Sunday School. Children enjoy and under- 
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exciting fiction... puzzles... quizzes... car- 
toons—help them solve their own spiritual 
problems. 


Power is for teen-agers and young adults; 
My Counsellor for boys and girls 9 to 13. 


Mail the coupon for sample copies or, better 
still, place your order today! 








es one—— 
5 


} crurch Noe 












































































page eee eee eye a oe 








318 (22) 
FOLDING ORGANS 


also electrics. Discount, missionaries, 
churches, write: ORGAN SHOP, 3117 Harri- 
son, Canton, Ohio. 
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valuable tools a Christian worker can 
have in his workshop. Here the min- 
ister will find confirmation or correction 
of his own thoughts as he prepares his 
sermons, the Sunday school teacher will 
find new light on familiar passages, and 
the evangelist and missionary will find 
many a passage that will first touch his 
own heart and then add power and 
warmth to his preaching. It also pro- 
vides good reading for individuals, and 
can be read aloud with great profit in a 
Christian family, 


200 Select Ilustrations. By Stuart P. 
Garver, B.D. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50.) The 
alert minister, Sunday school teacher, 
or Christian worker will be on the look- 
out constantly for apt and up-to-date 
illustrations of Christian truths. Here 
are two hundred such illustrations on 
some thirty-six Bible topics, including 
“Assurance,” “The Christian Life,” “Con- 
secration,” “Faith,” “Fellowship,” “Giv- 
ing,” “The Holy Spirit,” “Missions,” 
“Prayer,” “Service,” “Sin,” and the like. 
They have been selected from the writ- 
ings of some of the world’s foremost 
preachers, but unfortunately no indi- 
vidual credit is given. Each illustration 
is accompanied by a verse of Scripture, 
and these Scripture texts, as well as 
the subjects, are indexed. 


Story Sermons for Boys and Girls. By 
Julius Fischbach. (Abingdon-Cokesbury 
Press, Nashville 2, Tenn., $1.75.) Many 
pastors have realized already that the 
“Junior sermon” can be used to great 
effectiveness. The author has gathered 
here fifty-two such story-sermons. Each 
is built about the text of the regular 
sermon delivered the same Sunday 
morning. They were found to be an 
effective means of strengthening the 
Sunday morning services and also of 
sustaining the interest aroused thereby 
throughout the entire service for both 
adults and children, 

All of the stories are luminous and 
well told. The applications, however, 
are by and large merely moralistic, 
Such themes as, “Do your best,” “Help 
the other fellow,” “The spirit of Christ- 
mas is the spirit we need every day 
of the year,” surely have a place, but 
nowhere in these sermons is the child 
told how to accept Christ as Saviour. 
After all, of what value are ethics with- 
out that power that alone can enable 
the human heart to live rightly toward 
God and toward others? The reader is 
told, furthermore, that all people are 
children of God, and that our task is to 
discover them and to tell them of God’s 
love. However, the illustrations are of 
more than usual value, and in the hands 
of consecrated preachers and teachers, 
the book can prove a valuable asset in 
reaching young minds and hearts for 
Christ. 
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April 3, 1948 
Moody's New President 








R. WILLIAM CULBERTSON has 

been named the new president of 
Moody Bible Institute, Mr. Thomas S. 
Smith, vice-chairman of the trustees, 
announced February 4 in Moody Me- 
morial Church at an evening session of 
the Founder’s week conference. The an. 
nouncement came as a surprise to more 
than 4,000 visitors who had been attend- 
ing the week of meetings. 


Dr. Culbertson has been acting presi- 
dent of the Institute since the death of 
Dr. Will H. Houghton in June last year. 
He came to Moody in 1942 as dean of 
education. 


His is the fifth administration in the 
history of the school founded by Dwight 
L. Moody in 1886. The sixty-two-year- 
old Institute has been led in the past 
by Moody himself, Dr. R. A. Torrey, Dr. 
James M, Gray, and Dr, Houghton, 

“I cannot take Dr. Houghton’s place,” 
Dr. Culbertson said quietly when the 
announcement of his appointment was 
made at a meeting of Institute em- 
ployees, “but I want to be in God’s will, 

“We have had many evidences of His 
working in these past months,” he added, 
“and I know we will experience the 
power of God as we go on with Him.” 

The new president is a former bishop 
of the New York and Philadelphia synod 
of the Reformed Episcopal Church, and 
a former rector of the Church of the 
Atonement in Germantown, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

He earned his-bachelor of science de- 
gree in education at Temple University, 
and his bachelor of divinity at the Re- 
formed Episcopal Seminary in Philadel. 
phia, where he later received his doctor 
of divinity degree. 

In addition to his new duties, Dr. Cul- 
bertson is a member of the North Amer. 
ican Council of the China Inland Mission. 
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He is editor-in-chief of Moody Monthly, 
official Institute publication, and writes 
the International Sunday School lessons 
for the magazine. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 12 to 18 
Mon.—Ezra 1:1-4. The Return From Exile. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Who is there 
among you of all his people? his God 
be with him, and let him go up to Jeru- 
salem ... and build the house of the 
Lord God of Israel, (he is the God,) 
which is in Jerusalem.” The fulfillment 
of God’s promises are as certain as His 
- deity. He who worketh all in all, and 
whose will none can withstand, will ac- 
complish all His purposes, Yet faith in 
»* God and in His might seems very small 
in Christian people. Let us believe God 
more, and trust ourselves less. g Pray for 
Kashmir Fellowship, Naga Boni, P. O. 
Woyil, Kashmir, India, 
Tues.—Ezra 1:5-11. Resources for Rebuilding. 
Prayer SuccestTions: “The freewill- 
offering for the house of God” (v. 4). 
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God is with us while we are with Him. 
He loves to help forward His own pur- 


poses through our. lives and the lives Earn Money Easily 


of others. When we are doing God’s 
work in the Bible time and way we can For Worthwhile Uses 
be sure of particular providences. His 
miracle provision for the work, through 


i halk’s Metal 
the gifts of His willing people, made * Selling Gottsc 4 a 


Sponges is a quick, easy, dignified 


available in a providential manner, is as way of earning money. These safe, 
the smile of Jesus Christ upon Christian handy household helps do . — 
work. P ; cleaning and scouring job. Every 
ee. Nagy ae — Mission of S ee y 
7 one mene, me. : them, wants them. We furnish them 
7 1." to you at the lowest possible cost .. . 
wae ae an "iesuliding the Altar of God. you sell at regular retail price, make a 
6Oina at? tidy profit on each sale. Write today 
Prayer Succestions: They “buiided for our liberal cooperative offer. 
the altar of the God of Israel, to offer . Metal Sponge Sales Corporation, 3650 
burnt-offerings thereon, as it is written North 10th St., Philadelphia 40. 
in the law of Moses the man of God.” 
Worship must precede work. Only those LK’S 
who draw nigh to Him can really work rtm 
for Him. We are “priests unto God” be- naes 
fore we are ambassadors for God. We, Meta Spo g 





like the apostles, are called to be with 
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FRANCE and COMMUNISM 


The French Bible Mission has sent an SOS need and prayer uest fora “‘roulotte 
missionaire”’ (chapel-car with public address system) to do as Paul did—go t h towns 
and cities preaching the Gospel. The Mission establishes Bible-believing Baptist churches. 


Send gifts to 
IVER A. IVERSEN, Treasurer, 123 West 57th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 














When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times, 


FLEE CRUEL PERSECUTION OF COMMUNISM 


Expressing his infinite gratitude for the food and cloth- 
ing we sent to relieve his family and those to whom he 
ministers, a Hebrew Christian missionary in Austria 
writes: “I have been chaplain in three Refugee Camps, 
preaching the Gospel without remuneration. The misery 
here [Austria] is very great! People come here from 
Russia, Hungary, and Jugoslavia. They flee from cruel 
persecution of communism; very often they have not a 
shirt on their backs or shoes on their feet, nor. food. The 
children are so starved that they have a horrible appear- 
ance. Please continue to help us.” 





A Hebrew Christian minister in Germany says: “I am 
deeply grateful to you and to our Lord for your food and 
clothing parcels. We had to flee from Eastern Germany 
[given to Poland], leaving behind all our belongings. No 
The Rev. Jacob Peltz, | %€d, no underwear, rfo luggage, not even a comb. Through 

Ph.B., B.D. all this misery, we turned nearer to our Lord. My work 
as minister is hard, but your food and clothing parcels 
have eased my burden. Please do not let us down in the future !” 


These and other pitiful appeals come to us from surviving Jews and Hebrew 
Christians from all parts of Europe. We implore Christians to share in this min- 
istry of relief and witness on behalf of suffering Israel. 


$5.00 will pay for a nutritious food parcel. 
$10.00 will pay for a big CARE food parcel. 
$10.00 will support an orphan child for a month. 


A folder of “News Letters from Hebrew Christians in Europe” sent on request. 


Please address inquiries and gifts to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 
U.S.A. Canada 
4919 N. Albany Ave. Dept. T 91 Bellevue Ave. 
Chicago 25, Illinois Toronto, Ontario 
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to Spend This Summer’s Vacation with Some of 

America’s Greatest Theological Teachers. 

Winona Lake School of Theology, Winona Lake, Indiana 
Enlarged Faculty, Variety of Courses, Missionary Aviation 


Twenty-two States, Several Foreign Countries, Thirty-one Denominations in 1947 Session. 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL—THOROUGH—EVANGELICAL—ACCREDITED 


day School Workers, Laymen, Veterans Reservations 
Special 
sters, June 23—July 30 Rates 


First Season in Our New Lake-Front Bethany Campus 
For Prospectus send to the President, Dr. J. A. Huffman, Winona Lake, Indiana 























An Income... 


That’s what we mean when we 
say there’s a “plus value” in a 
Wheaton College Annuity Con- 
tract... Your investment brings 
you a regular return, and at the 
same time you are helping to 
train young people for Christian 
life and service. 

Wheaton College has grown 
consistently during its 88 years. 
The physical assets have in- 

creased steadily. There 
is no bonded indebt- 





plus a blessing 


edness. And not once has the 
College failed to meet an an- 
nuity payment when due. These 
things should appeal to a care- 
ful Christian investor. 

Why not investigate the 
possibilities of a regular income 
plus a blessing? Let us send you 
our booklet “Pleasant Tomor- 
rows,” which gives detailed 
information. The coupon below 
will bring your copy, without 
any obligation. 





Wheaton College, Box TA-48 Wheaton, Illinois 
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Christ before we go forth to work for 
Christ. The “altar” comes before any- 
thing else in the service of God. We 
must go to God before we go to men. 
And our communion with Him will de- 
termine our effectiveness in service. 
Pray’ for the West Indies Mission, Box 
131, Placetas, Cuba. 


Thurs.—Ezra 3:8-13. Rebuilding the Temple. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: They “set for- 
ward the workmen in the house of God.” 
God has men ready for whatever work 
needs to be done. He never uses unpre- 
pared men. Think of Moses, Joshua, 
David, and Daniel, of the apcstles, wit- 
nesses, martyrs, reformers, and the great 
spiritual leaders of the centuries. In 
our time, when the walls of spiritual 
“Zion” need to be built up, we should 
be praying the Lord of the harvest to 
thrust forth laborers. How we need to 
pray for “workmen in the house of God” ! 
Pray for the World Dominion Movement, 
Inc., 156 Fifth Ave., New York City 10. 


Fri.—Ezra 4:17-24. Oppesition to Religion. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Cause these men 
to cease, and that this city be not 
builded, until another commandment 
shall be given from me.” The enemies 
of Israel found enough “evidence” to 
cause Cyrus to stop efforts to rebuild 
the city of Jerusalem. Adversaries of 
God’s people still use wicked devices to 
hinder Christian enterprises. The Devil 
is against everything God wants done, 
and will oppose every effort in personal, 
family, church, and community life of 
a spiritual nature. But be prayerful, 
watchful, and faithful. Victory is sure 
to come. Pray for the Old Fashioned 
Revival Hour, Gospel Broadcasting As- 
sociation, Box 123, Los Angeles 53. 


Sat.—Ezra 6:13-18. The Temple Is Completed. 

PraYER SuccEsTIONs: “The children of 
Israel, the priests, and’ the Levites, and 
the rest of the children of the captivity, 
kept the dedication of this house of God 


with joy.” A wonderful answer to 
prayer was this second temple. The 
best part of prayer is its answer. Do 


you get answers to your prayers? If 
you abide in Christ and observe His 
commandments you will have unfluctuat- 
ing! success, even though you may have 
some detours. Pray for the Child 
Evangelism Fellowship, Inc., Box 740, 
Santa Monica, Calif. 


Sun.—Psalm 126. 
Thanksgiving for Return From Captivity. 


PRAYER Svuccestions: “When the &=€e*% 
Lord turned again the captivity of om 
Zion, we were like them that dream.” .g@p” @ 
God loves to give sudden, overwhelm- © #808: 
ing mercies to His sorrowful, believ- — = 
ing, and praying people. Sometimes <33” 
these marvelous gifts of His grace > - 
seem almost too good to be true. But @q@ 
the Lord always did love to disap- Ce 
point our fears, and to exceed our or 
fondest hopes. Pray for the Africa ~~ 
Inland Mission, 378 Carlton Ave., hd 
Brooklyn 5, N. Y. pans 
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